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Longan: Names and Origins
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Abstract

This research studies the name and origin of various different kinds of longan or
“lamyai”, an important economic fruit of northern Thailand, through their names. Twenty-six
longan names in the area of Chiang Mai and Lamphun were studied based on the suggestion of
the Longan Research and Development Center of Maejo University. In this study, the linguistic
concept of word structures was applied, in combination with interviews of agriculturists and
academics of longan.

Longans are named according to the particular characteristics of each kind, such as
“E Do” which means early ripening longan, and “E BiawKhiaw”, green bent longan. All longan
names are compound words combining words in Lanna (northern Thai), words in central Thai, or
words in Lanna and central Thai. Eighteen out of the twenty-six longan names were recognized as
common names among agricuiturists and academics. Fifieen names are originally ‘KamMueang’
or Lanna, three are mixed words between northern Thai and central Thai and only four are central
Thai. Therefore, longan names show their origins in northern Thailand.

The longan names, which are in KamMueang or northern Thai, show that this kind
of fruit represents an agro-cultural identity, since it is a typical and original fruit grown in Lanna,
or northem Thailand. The unique names make people of the region recognize their identity.
Moreover, those names create more interest and attraction from people around the world, and this
helps to promote economic growth in consumption of the fruit and also in tourism of the northern
region. This research project is still being conducted to accomplish its aims and ascertain the
creative results as an added value to Thai society as a whole.
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