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INFORMATION RECEPTION IN RELATION TO THE CARE OF
PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS : A CASE STUDY OF WOMEN
IN AGRICULTURE
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Abstract

The objectives of this study on Information Reception in Relation to the Care of People
with HIV/AIDS: A Case Study of Women in Agriculture were to investigate the various channels
of information open to women in agriculture, and the use of that information in the care of
people living with HIV/AIDS in the family.

Qualitative research methods were employed, particularly focus group discussions and
in-depth interviews. Data were collected from six women in agriculture whose husbands had
contracted HIV/AIDS, with supplementary data collected tfrom professional nurse, provincial and
sub-district public health officials, village leaders and elders, local health volunteers, and NGO
development workers. Following data analysis, the results were discussed with three of the six

women in agriculture for the purpose of validation and supplementary data.



The results of the research were as follows:

® The major media by which women in agriculture received information on the care
of people with HIV/AIDS were, in order of importance: individual persons (including
health staff, relatives, friends, doctors and nurses), mass media (including
newspapers, radio, and television); and groups of persons (including health
volunteers and informal groups of persons with HIV/AIDS). Training, as an
information channel, was seldom referred to. The content of the information
received through the above media included methods to: boost morale and care for
people with HIV/AIDS, and places to seek treatment.

® The information received and used by women in agriculture included the following
content, in order of importance: food, medicine, prevention from contracting HIV,
and caring for the emotional needs of those with HIV/AIDS.

® The problems confronting women in agriculture included, in order of importance:
lack of finances, fatigue from caring for the patient, low morale, and lack of
adequate information in the care of persons with HIV/AIDS.

® The needs of women in agriculture included: medicine (both traditional and
modern), financial assistance, and media focusing on the emotional needs of

patients and understanding and concern for persons with HIV/AIDS by others.





