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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to: (1) examine the socio-economic characteristics of the
officials and farmers in Maerim District, Chiang Mai Province; (2) evaluate the effectiveness of
the Tambon Internet Project; and (3) study the problems and obstacles occurring during its use.
The data were elicited from questionnaires by 387 farmers frem the population of the enlisted
10,913 farmers and 6] members of Tambon local government officials, Then the data were
analyzed using the SPSS pc’ program.

It was found that the average age of the officials was 29. The majority of the
officials had a Bachelor's degree. The average monthly income was 5,597 baht. They participated
in each of the internet and agricultural extension training programs twice yearly. They received
the project information the most from local leaders, television and printed matters. Their
knowledge and understanding of the usefulness of the internet project were at a high level. The
usefulness of and need to use the internet were at a moderate jevel.

In regard to the farmer characteristics, their average ape was 42. The average
monthly income was 4,290 baht. The majority of the farmers had a primary education level 4.
They received the project information mainly from television. Their knowledge and
understanding in the project usefulness, the usefulness of and need to use the internet were at a
low level.

The suggestions by both the officials and farmers based on the interviews
pertaining to how to increase the usefulness of the internet were that more intermet promotion and
frequent short training sessions were neaded so that they could use the intemet by themselves
effectively. In this regard, they suggested that there should be more computers with high speed

information transfer capability.
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