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The objectives of this research were to investigate (1)
personal, social, and economic backgrounds of female farmers; (2)
their participation in making decisions on family farming activities;
and (3) their problems and obstacles in making decisions. The
respondents were 312 samples of female farmers in Muang District,
Lampang province, selected by simple random sampling from 1,413
families. The data were collected by means of questionnaires,
decoded and analyzed by using computer, SPSS program.

The findings revealed the the respondents had an
average age of 42 years. Most of them were - married and had
completed Grade 4 of primary education. They had an average
agricultural land area of 7 rai per family, an average annual
family income of 30,901 baht, and family members averaged 5
persons. The respondents had an average farming experience of 17
years. Almost all of the respondents had no training experience
in agriculture and home economics. For those Wwho had, their

average attendance at training was 2 times per year. Most of
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them did not have any contact with agricultural extension agents:

for these who did, the average contact was 3 times per year.

Participation in decision making : most of the
respondents and spouses made decisions together in the following
activities of crop growing : selection of types of crop to be
grown; selection of crop varieties: timing for soil preparations;
selection of planting methodss timing for plantings determination
of fertilizer application; timing for weed control; selection of
weed control methods; purchase of planting materials and
equipnents determination of extra labor employment; timing for
harvesting crops; timing for selling produce: selection of
distribution channels; and financial sources for crop growing.
The respondents’® spouses totally nade decisions in the following
activities 1 selection of soil preparation mehods; selection of
fertilizer types; determination of pesticide applications
selection of pesticidess timing for supplying water to crops; and
selection of water-supplying methods. The respondents themselves
totally made decisions in selection of agricultural information

access concerning crop growing.

Concerning animal raising , most of the respondents
totally made decisions in the following activities : selection of
animal types to be raised; selection of animal breeds; timing for
raising animals; and selection of animal feed types. Their
spouses totally made decisions in the feollowing activities =
selection of sites for building animal pens; designs for animal
pens: and timing for building animal pens. ¥For the selection of
distribution channels of animal products, both the respondents
and spouses participated in the decision making.
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Most of the respondents did not have any problems in
participation in making decisions on family farming activities.
Those who did stated the following problems : local cultural
probiem i.e. wives must always follow husbands’® decisions: the
problem of husbands not accepting the female farmers’ roles in
some activities; and the problem of agricultural extension agents’
attitudes towards the female farmers’ roles and potentials i.e.
female farmers should be assisted by the agents to gain as much

agricultural knowledge as their husbands.





