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ABSTRACT
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The study was aimed to find out the Karen farmers'
socio—economic conditions, problems and needs to be used as basic
information for planning extension programs in Banprabathuaytom,
Tumbol Nasai, Amphur Lee, Lumpoon, Thailand. Priwmary data were
collected from 101 samples of family leaders out of 289
households by interview schedules in addition to secondary data
collection from docummentation.

The data were analyzed by Statistical Package for the
Social Scienecs (SPSS) and presented as percentage, mean,
standard deviation, range and mode.

The results showed the following :

1. Most of the respondents were male with an average
age of 44.84 years. The majority migrated from Tak province.
Their average number of family members was 5. The percentage of

the respondents who had no formal education was 87.10. All
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families were Buddhist. Their major sources of agricultural
information were village heads and extension workers. 90.10
percent of the farmers were not wmenbers of any farmer
organizations. §5.23 vpercent of the farmers wanted to inmprove
their farmlands for better farm products and incomes. Most of the
farmers (839.00 percent) withheld their work and participated in
Buddhist activities on Buddhist holidays. Most of the farmers
were satified with their household conditions. Their sickness
rates were low and most of them used the services of the village
health centers. Only 46.54 percent of the farmers had birth
control.

2. 86.13 percent of the farmers had their agricultural
land with an average holding of 7.25 rais per family. Their
average residential land was 0.64 rai per family. Most of the
farmers (96.04 percent; lived and worked in the land area
allocated by the government. Most of the farmers grew upland rice
with occasional labour work and trading as secondary Jobs.

Their averadge upland rice yields were low (187.38
kd/rai>, as well as other field crops. Their average off-farnm
incomes were higher +than the on-farm incomes (12,763.93 V3
2,429.67 baht per family per year). Their annual expenditures for
of f-farm items and on-farm items were 2,331.67 and 1,128 baht per
family respectively., Their agricultural tools included hoes,
sickles, knives, spades. They bought goods from village shops
and sold their agricultural product to traders coming to buy them

in the villages. Only of 32.67 percent of farmers were in debt.





