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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study (1) information seeking behavior and
util zation for development by the monks in Chiang Mai province, (2) contents of information
used for development by the monks, and (3} means of information communication for
development by the monks.

The data was collected through in-depth inerview, participatory and non-
participatery observations from four monks involved in development in Chiang Mai and analyzed
by considering its relationship as well as reasoning prior to the analysis according to the research
objectives

The study revealed that the monks’ information s:eking behaviar resulted from (1)
individual interest and needs for seeking information, and (2} needs to use information for
personal benefits as well as for community development. The sources of information sought by
the monks were mostly mass media i.e. newspapers and specific media i.e. magazines.

The contents of information sought and used bty the monks were occupational
information used for setting up and running housewife and vecational groups, ecanomic situation
infermation for sefting up and running community saving and cocperative groups, education
information and sport information for setting up and running youlh groups to fight against drugs,
community development for scttmg up and running PLHA groups and local museums, and
information about Buddha's teachings for setting up and running the Dhamma Light Leading Life
proj zct for youth as well as for applying to various activities.

The monks’ information communication for development was cenducted by five
means i.e. preaching, group discussion, giving lecture or sermon, exhibition, and documentation

to disseminatc infonmaton about community development. Each means of cormmunication goes
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through consideration of three factors ie. intention or needs of the reccivers to obtain
infermation, background knowledge of the receivers, and needs for utilization of the knowledge

for :heir living.
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