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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School Project of Maejo University in partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science in Cooperative Lconomics

MEMBERS’ PROBLEMS AND LIFE QUALITY DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES
A CASE STUDY: FANG AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE LIMITED
By
SIRILUK CHAICHAREAN

NOVEMBER 2001

Chairman : Assistant Professor Dr. Prasert Janyasupab
Department/Faculty: Department of Agricultural Economics and Cooperatives. Faculty of

Agriculural Business

The objectives of this research were 1) to examine and analyze members’ life
quality development probiems in the aspects of economy, education and mental development, and
health; and 2) to formulate guidelines to develop their quality of life. The respondents were 233
members of Fang Agricultural Cooperative, Limuted in Monpin sub-district, Fang district,
Chiangmat province, derived by the purposive sampling. The information about the members in
the questionnaires of fundamental necessity of life with 8 topics and 39 indicators was studied to
find out the households meeting the standard criteriza.  Those which did not come up to the
standard were indepth interviewed for each indicator. The information obtained from the
interview was used to form a focus group discussion, in which members were selected to
participate by the researcher. The results were as follows:

Twelve indicators were below the standard criteria and guidelines for the members’
life quality development were formulated.

1. Economic problems These were the most imporiant. The members had an
average income less than 20,000 baht/person/year and non-durable residences. These problems

can be solved by off-farm job extension, growing other creops besides major crops, provision of
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information about agricultural production and marketing, provision of knowledge of principles,
methods and ideal of cooperatives, extension of market gardening and animal raising for home
consumption, provision of knowledge of environmental maintenance to prevent soil deterioration
and disease and insect infestation by using bio-fertilizer which will result in reduced cost and
increased production, and measures to prevent illegal introduction of onion seeds to prevent a glut
on markets and low prices of products.

‘2. Education and mental development problems These included children’s lack
of opportunity to further their study i a secondary school or to attend vocational training, non-
safety in life and possessions due to harmful incidents, and people not using their right to vote.
These problems can be solved by making the members realize the importance of education,
supporting the people in the community to establish vocation development groups to increase
incomes, giving them information about hanntul incidents for safety in life and possesions, and
helping them to realize the importance of voting in a democratic system.

3. Health problems These includea the lack of nutritional knowledge of the
members and addiction to ligueurs and sinoking. These can be soived by giving them accurate
information and knowledge of nutrition, impact of wrong consumption behavior and ill-effects of
liqueurs and smoking. Furthermore, they should be encouraged to have a sideline to increase

their incomes.





