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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at studying 1) individual and economic characteristics
of people in Neorth Maekanin village (Ban Me: kanin Neuah), 2) their level of participation in
ceremonies for buffalo longevity, and 3) probloms and obstacles they encountered during their
participation in these ceremonics and their recommendations to improve them. The data was
collected by means of interview sohedules from 122 villagers, 15 year old up, residing in North
Maekanin village (Moo 6, Banpong sub-distric , Hangdong disirict, Chiang Mai province) and
analyzed by using the SPSS/PC.

The findings revealed that most of the respondents were females with an average
age of 44 years and obtained the required evel of education. Over three-fourths of the
respondents (78.45%) were mainly farmers with average income from agriculture of 5,056.98
baht/month. They also worked as hired laborers and casual farm workers earning 3,156.25
bath/month. Thev had average arca for cultivat on of 1.24 rai and at least one or two buffaloes.

As for ceremonial participation in buffalo longevity, it was found that all the
respendents (100%) had  knowledge of this particular ceremony. During the last four years,
almast everyone in the community (95.90%) participated in all 4 annual ceremonies and in the
year 2005 their participation was 98.36%. Hcwever, thewr participation was at a low level in
initiation and implementation, and a moderate level in planning, menitoring and evaluation.

The respondonts’ problems and obstacles ranked from the highest to  the lowest
in importance were 1) budget {or the ceremeny, 2) ceremonial site, and 3) implementation.
The following recommendations were made by the respondents to improve such ceremony.

1) There should be an orpanization to be responsible for the budget for holding the ceremony.
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2) The ceremony shouid not be conducted diring the rainy season to avoid difficulties for
organizers and participants. 3) Government officers should participate more in this ceremony.
4} There should be shows and performances il day but cockfighting should be prohibited.

5) More public relations work on this ceremony s2ould be conducted.



