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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to find out: 1) the characteristics of the drug
addicts; 2) their behaviors toward media exposure of drug addiction; and 3} effects of their
behaviors toward media exposure on their treatment decisions.

The data were collected by means of questionnaires distributed to 148 samples
of drug addicts who spent at least 21 days at Chiang Mai’s Rehabilitation Cenire. Residents
selected by simple sampling from the name list of drug addicts. The data were collected by means
of questionnaires which had a reliability estimate of 0.93 and then analyzed for percentages,
means and standard deviations. The results were as follows:

It was found that 77 percent of the drug addicts were men. Their mean age was
30.96. 39.2 percent of the drug addicts had a high school diploma. 35.1 percent of the drug
addicts used to work as employees. 39.2 percent used 1o be assoctated with their friends for
alcohol drinking or smoking and 60.8 percent spent most of their free time with their friends.

The behaviors of the drug addicis in terms of media exposure were similar
across samples. The first was from the radio broadcasted between 06.00-09.00 a.m. The second
was [rom newspapers between 09.01-12.00 am. The third was from T.V. between 18.01-21.00
p.am. The last was from people such as parents or cousins between 18.01-21.00 p.m. They
believed in the information from the media at a medium level and from the electronic media at a
low level. The information could be used at a medium level, but the information from teachers
and the electronic media was not usetul for them.

Based on high for frequencies , the cffects of the media exposure toward
treatment decisions on their behavier were on (1)their need for the treatment for their {problem

identification step) .(2) their realization in the negative effects of drugs on their body and mind



(6)

{evaluation step),(3) their perception of the negative effect of drug society (searching step) The
public media that influenced their decisions was television which affected their problem searching
step. The personal media {e.g.friends, family member} were influential at a problem identification
step and an alternative step. Particularly, parents were influential at an adoption step for drug

treatment.
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