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Title Garlic Growers’ Perception of Impact of Sino-Thai Free
Trade Agreement in Sameung District, Chiang Mai
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study 1) socio-economic status of garlic
growers in Sameung district, Chaing Mai; 2) their perception-of impact of Sino-Thai free trade
agreement; and 3) their planning and adjustment to cope with the impact of Sino-Thai.free trade
agreement. The data were collected by means of questionnaires from 136 samples of garlic
growers in Sameung district and analyzed by using the SPSS for Windows.

The findings-showed that most of the respondents were male, had completed
primary education, had an average age of 46 years, an ayerage of 4 household members, and-an
average of 16 people contributing to garlic growing. Their average annual income was 82,117.65
baht from garlic, 27,150.00 baht from other crops,-and 3,173.00 baht from animal production.
They had an average garlic-growing area of 5 rai and non-cash capital of 14,015.87 baht per rai.
The respondents were land owners, with an average of 19 years of experience in agriculture, and
15 years in garlic production. Most of them were members of the agricultural cooperative group
or the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, from which they obtained loans for
production. They obtained information about garlic production from.radio and published media in
agriculture. They had an average training of 1.35 times per year.

It was found that the respondents perceived and understood the overall impact of
Sino-Thai free trade agreement at a moderate level. They had a high level of perception of the
production process and a moderate level of perception of price, income, growing area, and
marketing.

The respondents had planned and adjusted to cope with the impact by producing
better quality garlic, reducing production cost, searching for better quality garlic varieties,

reducing garlic-growing areas by planting other crops, and crop processing.
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