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Title The Potential of Chiang Mai Night Safari for the

Visitors” Recreation Activities

Author Miss Acharee Sawangsri
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Advisory Committee Chairperson Associate Professor Drr, Sunila Thanupon
ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the following :1) physical characteristics
of Chiang Mai Night Safari ; 2) topographic and socio — economic aspects of Tambon
Nongkwai, Hangdong District, Chiang Mai province ; 3) potential estimation of Chiang Mai
Night Safari according to tourism resource potential evaluation for ranking the importance
on physical, wvalue, popular, safety and weak aspects of the environment of tourism
resource; and 4) potential of Chiang Mai Night Safari according to the criteria on the
evaluation of tourism resource potential for ranking the deterioration of tourism resource,
the quality of environment, the benefit that the local community obtained, the capability
on self-reliance, and the managerial administration of tourism resource. The data providers
in this study were : 1) twenty staff of Chiang Mai Night Safari ;2) eighty Thai tourists
visiting Chiang Mai Night Safari (obtained by quota sampling) ; and 3) heads of household
in region 1 Tongkal village and Moo 12 Tongkai Nue, Tambon Nongkwai, Hangdong
District, Chiang Mai province, totaling 88 households obtained by systematic random
sampling. The tool used for collecting data was questionnaire and the data were collected
in January 2007 and analyzed by descriptive statistics using frequency and mmean values.

Results of the study revealed that Chiang Mai Night Safari was located in
Doi Suthep - Pui national park. The height of the area was 300 — 1,685 meters above sea
level, having various kinds of flora and fauna. Tambon Nongkwai was located in the
south of Amphur Muang and could be reached through the 1269 main road. Tambon
Nongkwai was divided into 12 villages covering and area of 10,875 rai. It had 3,869

households with the population of 8,289 (4,003 males and 4,286 females). Tambon Nongkwai
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had 1 temple, 17 schools, 14 public health stations, 1 police station and 4 government
offices. Majority of the local pecple were hired workers.

For the potential evaluation of tourism resources of Chiang Mai Night Safari, it
was found that Chiang Mai Night Safari had a moderate level of resource potentiai for recreation
activities. This was because its location was close to Suthep-Pul National Park and Chiang Mai
Agricultural Development and Promotion Center. However, It was found that Chiang Mai Night
Safari had appropriate managerial administration of tourism resource suited for recreation
activities. Thus, there is little effect on the deterioration of environment as Chiang Mai Night
Safari was responsible for the managerial administration of tourism resource which did not affect

the environment and society.
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