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ABSTRACT

Title - Agricultural Practice Behavior of Karen Hilltribes within and without
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This research was conducted to study and compare 1) personal, and socio-econmic
characteristics as well as agricultural practices of Karen farmers within and without
boundary of responsibility of the Royal Thuang Luang Development Center, and 2) their
behavior related to agricultural practices. The respondents in the research were 246 Karen
farmers : 216 and 30 from within and without the boundary of responsibility of the Royal
Thung Luang Development Center, respectively. The data were collected by means of
interview schedules and analyzed by using the Statistical Packages for the Social Sciences
(SPSS/PC')

The results showed that most of the respondents were male and had an average age
of 43 years. Almost three-forth of the respondents or 72.76% did not receive any formal
education. They were engaged in farming occupation for an average of 4.89 or
approximately 5 years; and the majority of the respondents had experience in growing
vegetable for about one year (1.13 years). In terms of their socio-economic characteristics,
more than one half of the respondents did not belong to any farming groups (58.13%) and
that they did not have any contact with agricultural extension officers (52.44%) ; for those

who did, their contact averaged only 1.39 times per month.
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Possessing farmland within the boundary was considered one of the factors or
necessary conditions for the farmers to engage in an agricultural occupation which included
capital investment that affected income at average of 26,081.94 baht per year. The
respondents had an average of 7.19 rai of farmland, 1.13 rai of which was used for growing
vegetable. The average household labor was 2.52 persons and most of the respondents
(59.76%) indicated that they used their own money investment in farming.

The study on the behavior in agricultural practices of Karen farmers within and
without the boundary showed that knowledge and attitudes of the two groups were differeat
due to factors necessary for their occupation such as capital for investment, knmowledge,
skills and experience in new technology, both in theory amd practice, obtained from
agricultural extension officers or demonstrated by model farmers in the boundary, which
caused the farmers within the boundary to be more likely to change than those without the

boundary.



