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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate the understanding of dairy farmers at Wang
Num Yen Dairy Cooperative on using Body Condition Score as a means of feeding management
of dairy cattle. Seventy-six pregnant cows were divided into two groups receiving dairy pellet
supplemnent containing 17% and 21% protein. Body Condition Score of each cow was monitored
at one month pre partum and at one and two months post partum.

It was found that in 17% and 21% protein feeding groups, the average milk yield at one
month after calving for each of the two feeding group was 16.05 and 19.89 kg per day (P<0.01)
respectively, and was increased to 18.81 and 24.05 kg per day (P<0.01) in the second month,
respectively. The Body Condition Score for 17% and 21% protein feeding groups, were 3.25 and
3.35 pre partum, respectively. These figures were reduced to 2.83 and 2.88 in the first month, and
were reduced further to 2.51 and 2.62 in the second month of lactation, respectively. Average
open days of the cows in both groups (145.58 and 140.50 days, respectively) were longer than the
theoretical value of 90 days. The records on the first heat after parturition and conception rates for
both groups were below the accepted index used in dairy farm management. These results
reflected that the understanding on the use of Body Conditicn Score in feeding management of

dairy cattle by the farmers was very poor.



