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ABRSTRACT

Title : WOMAN FARMERS® ROLES IN FAMILY ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN
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The objectives of the research were to investigate 1) personal
and socio-economic characteristics of woman farmers in Tambon Maefag,
Amphur Sansai, Chiangmais 2) their roles and responsibilities in family
economic activitiess; and 3) their problems and constraints in action
taking as well as in decisicn making. The respondents were 138 samples
of woman farmers who were either family leaders or family leaders’
wives, selected by simple random sampling. The research instrument was
interview schedules and the data were analyzed by using a microcomputer,
SPSS prograin.

The [indings were as follows:

Personal and socio-economic characteristics. The respondents

had an average age of 43 years and the majority had completed Grade 4
of primary education. Almost all of them were married and most of them
were land holders. An average household labor force was 3 persons per
family. Mostof the respondents were members of the Woman Farmers’ Graoup

and the rest did not join any other social group. The main activity in
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agricultural occupation was rice farming, foliowed by growing
potatoes, vegetables, tobacco, and garlic respectively. Only 80
families were engaged in livestock raising namely chicken, swine,
cattle, and duck.

For participation in community activities, it was found
t.hat each respondent participated in all activities, including public
health and intrastructure activities.

Roles in decision making and action taking in family

economic activities The majority of the respondents were found to

play a consultation role in decision making on agricultural activities
concerning both crop cultivation and animal raising. ¥For the non-
agricultural eccupation, the majority of the respondents stated that
the families did not carry cut any activity at all. For Those whose
families ecarried out non-agricultural activities, most of them played
a consultation role in decigion making on the following activities :
tailoring and dress makiung, artificial flower making, bamboowork,
employment., trading, hair dressing, and tobacco-leaf grading,

¥ For money-saving activities, less than half of the respondents
participated (depositing or obtaining loans) and played a consultation
role in the aclivities. Most of them stated their participation in
househo ld expense activities; they played a leading role in decision
making. The majority of the respondents were found to play a consultation
role in decision making on activities concerning families’ vehicles and
social activities.

Problems and constraints in activity participation The problems

and constraints in the respondents’ participation in family economic
activites were : lack of agricultural knowledge and skills; and lack of

knowledge of capital, time, and marketing for non-agricultural activities.
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Concerning money saving, the respondents did not have opportunities to
contact, finanical institutions; they also lacked knowledge of financial
institutions and their regulations. For household expense activities,
the respondents stated the problems of their scarce opportunities to
contact the outside world; local culture in which women were not
encouraged. to play a decision making role; and unacceptability of

wowan farmers’ roles in some activities by their spouses.





