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ABSTRACT

This study on “Ways of Managing the Students’ Desired Surroundings of
Dormitories In Maejo University,” had the following objectives: 1) to describe the personal
characteristics of students residing in the student dormitories of MJU, 2) to survey ways of
managing the surroundings of the student dormitories including garbage and refuse both inside
and outside the dormitories, and 3) to know the problems and give suggestions to the ways of
managing the surroundings of dormitories in MJU. Sources of data or respondents were
undergraduates in the first and third year levels registered for the academic year 2006-7 under the
four-year study program and residing in the MJU dormitories. From the total of 2,384 residents,
a sample of 343 residents was drawn using stratified random sampling and the data obtained were
analyzed using SPSS program on parameters of frequency, average, percentage and standard
deviation.

Results of the study showed that majority of the respondents were female
undergraduates aged between 18 to 19 years under the Bachelor’s four-year program. In all the
eight dormitories the descending order in terms of student residents was as follows: (1) Men’s
Dorm 2, (2) Ladies Dorms 8, 9, 4, 6, 7, and (3) Men’s Dorms 3 and 5. According to the
viewpoints of the respondents to the ways of managing the sumoundings of the student
dormitories, they gave five aspects as follows: 1) environment inside the dormitory,
2) environment outside the dormitory, 3) garbage and refuse management both inside and outside
the dormitory.

Accerding to the respondents there were big problems in every aspect. For the
environment inside the dormitory, in the internet room, services for the students were lacking,

followed by the insufficient computers for student services. For the environment outside the
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dormitory, the leisure or relaxation areas were too warm due to lack of big trees that can provide
shade and landscaping of the area was not beautiful, followed by officers in charge who did not
give attention or care to the grounds by allowing grasses to grow tall. As to garbage management,
garbage cans were not enough, followed by bad odors in the evening from the wet garbage since
the garbage cans placed inside the dermitory were too small for the bulk of wet garbage.
Concerning suggestions towards managing the students’ desired surroundings of
dormitories in Maejo University, the respondents suggested that for the environment inside the
dormitory building, it is necessary to increase the number of computers with intermnet access,
followed by arrangement of officers fo look after Dormitories 8 and 9 especially during rainy
season when accidents occur often. For the equipment in the dormitory, it is necessary that they
should be in good conditions containers for hot and cold water should be examined always to see
if they are in good conditions. Concerning the environment outside the dormitory, there should
be marble tables and chairs for leisure time, improved landscaping of surroundings, followed by
having shed for vehicle parking in women’s dormitories 8 and 9 with more security guards. For
garbage management, there should be more garbage containers and the place for collection of all
the garbage before collected by garbage truck should be changed. In addition, there should be

campaigns for proper garbage management.



