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ABSTRACT

The study on the “Roles of Faculty members as Advisers at the Faculty of
Science, MITU” had the following objectives: 1) to describe the personal characteristics of the
undergraduates at the Faculty of Science, MJIU; 2) to study the roles of the advisers in the areas of
academics, counseling, student development, personality and assistance to students; and 3) to
know the problems and suggestions of the undergraduates on the reles of the advisers. Data were
provided by the undergraduates at the first and second year levels who registered for the school
year 2005. From a total of 309 undergraduates a representative sample of 174 students was
obtained using stratified random sampling and the data were analyzed using SPSS/PC computer
package as percentages, frequency, averages, and standard deviation.

Results showed that majority of the students were females aged between 19-20
years at Znd and first year leveis, majors of Information Technology, Chemistry, Computer
Science, Biotechnology, Statistics and Mathematics in descending order. Regarding the roles of
the advisers on academics, counseling, personality, student development and assistance to
students, the undergraduates gave moderate opinions.

Concerning the problems and suggestions of the students on the roles of the
advisers, the problems were the following: 1) the advisers did not have iime for counseling, 2)
free time available between advisers and students did not coincide, and 3) the advisers were
unapproachable that made the students afraid to ask advice in descending importance. Therefore
the suggestions of the students were the following: 1) the advisers should set a timetable/schedule
for giving advice to the students for at least 2-3 times per month, or make more appointments
with the studeats, 2) free time available between advisers and students should coincide, and 3)

more friendly or closer relations between advisers and students is established so that the advisers
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would explain more on adding and withdrawing subjects, making study plan, suggest techniques
on studying, and about the curriculum especially to the first year students who lacked experience

and knowledge on university life.





