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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the level of participation of peopie in
building Check Dam, 2) to study the level of people’s knowiedge about Check Dam, and 3) to
study problems and obstruction of participation of people in building Check Dam. The data were
collected through questionnaires from heads of houscholds in Ban Paeksaem for the fotal of 130
households during March of 2006, and Statistical Package program was then used in an analysis.

The study results suggested that majority of samplings were males which
accounted for 64.62%; 37.69% aged less than 30 years; 96.15% illiterate; 43.85% having family
members between 5-6 persons; 47.69% earned (before-taxes) annual income ranging from 5,001-
10,000 baht; 65.38% owned agricultural plot of land the size of 4-6 rais. In terms of the
environment of agricultural land (irrigation water supply system), 35.38% of people in samplings
had no access to water supply. In terms of their living environment (drinking water supply). only
45.38% of them had enough supplies of water. Half of the samplings which were approximatcly
50% made no used of Check Dam. The acquired informatior about Check Dam construciion
project came mostly from heads of the community and the authorities.

Although more than 90% of the samplings could answer the question about
benefits of having Check Dam but most of them (89.33%) still did not understand that we must
take care of water supplies naturally as they are limited. They also assumed that the Check Dam
was built to preserve water for agricultural purpose only, and the respousible organization in
building Check Dam would be only the government and its related officials. These factors were
very important in participatory process in building Check Dam. The study showed that the people

participatory level in Ban Paek Zam in building Check Dam was still at low lovel in every part of
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participatery processes. However, problem and obstruction regarding people participatory level
are at low level, and among them, the most frequent one was that local people did not contribute
enough time for activities, problem and obstruction building process, building conduct, preparing
material and period of time to match quantity in building Check Dam.

The recommendations derived from the study are to stimulate people participation
in their own corunuaity development via accessible, vehable and reputable communication
channel to educate people about the activities being conducted. The most suitable person is the
head of community, who is able to link with the authorities. The evenfs including constructing
local community, jointly among government private sector development community organization
and local people to explore community, presenting a public discussion, holding a meeting or an
experience transfer meeting to brainstorm for problem-solving, planning the development process
and educating local people for the fundamental knowledge about the type, building process and

benefits of building Check Dam.



