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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: (1) the description of personal,
economic, and social characteristics of coordinators and researchers in the Community-based
Research Node in the upper Northern Regions, Thailand; and (2) the perspectives of coordinators
and researchers towards their implementation of the given missions as well as their suggestions to
mmprove their work. The given missions included prospects of project development, project
contracting, project monitoring and knowledge network. A questionnaire survey was conducted
with 12 coordinators and 68 research project leaders whose projects were granted between 2002
and 2003 in 9 provinces of upper northern Thailand, namely, Chiangrai, Phayao, Maehongson,
Chiangmai, Lampoon, Lampang, Phrae, Nan and Uttaradit. The questionnaire had been tested for
the accuracy of the context with the mternal consistency estimate of 0.91. The data were
collected between July and September 2004 and analyzed by the Statistical Package for Social

Sciences/Personal Computer (SPSS/PC) program.

It was found that most of the coordinators were female with the average age of
46. The number of married and single status was equal among these participants. They mostly
held a master’s degree, had an average annual income of 276,667 baht and attended the training
courses about 9 times per year on average. In addition, the majority of the researchers were male
and married with the average age of 42. Most of them held a bachelor’s degree, had an average
annual income of 127,575 baht and atlended the training courses about 4 times per year on

average,
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The coordinators and researchers in the Community—based Research Node in
upper Northem Regions Thailand perceived that their implementation of the given missions in 4
prospects namely, project development, project centracting, project menitoring and knowledge
network were largely appropriate. However, some of the coordinators and researchers believed
the implementation was either slightly appropriate or inappropriate. The recommendations from
the coordinators and researchers were that the project development should be comprised of an
expert or a researcher. Project data should not be recorded in a computer program. In regard to
the project monitoring, researchers should continuously evaluate and monitor the project in the
area and sheould look at the research results rather than mainly activities identified in the contract.
Finally, researchers should play an important role in giving traning courses for the community

due to their demands.



