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ABSTRACT

Title - Policy Study on Impacts of Urbamization on
Change in Socio - Economic Conditions and
Agricultural Resource Management : A Case
Study of Maejo Community, Sansai District,
Chiangmai Province

By & Somkid Keawtip

Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology

(Cooperative Economics)

Major Field Cooperative Economics

L
Chairman Thesis Advisor : AT RE RAR g ...%fgrff ...... Sy

(Dusit, Jesdapipat, 'Ph.D.)

Assistant Professor

This research aims to investigate impacts of
urbanizat.ion of Chisngmai City on socio -~ economics  and
agricultural resource management, of Maejo Community, one of the
most, typical examples in Chiangmai. An attitude survey was also
included Lo draw policy implications for solving associated
problems, The pericd covered is 1984 - 1988. The purposive
sampling Lechnique was applied to select 40 landowners and 40
tenants and partowners out of about 150 households.  Additional

data were collected from key informants and secondary sources.
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It was found that agricultural land was sold to land
developers and speculators, making current holdings of farmers
smaller. As a result, former landowners changed their
agricultural occupation %o non-agriculture-related, causing their
shares in Lotal household income bigger. Their income from land
transact.ion became a new major source of earning in the form of
interest., Former tenants and partowners more actively

participated in as hired labor.

The skyrocketing land prices inflated value of asset
held, and at the same time enabled former landowners to lighten
their debt burden. Former tenants faced heavier debt because of
the more limited farmming opportunities. On the whole,
agricultural man-days declined, but non-agricultural employment
intensified. Those who used to rely on food supply from natural
sources found more difficulties. Ease of present communication
depended on  whether the location and new types of land use
obstructed villagers’ former walk-ways or not. No out-migration
was found: only some moved to live with their relatives in the

villages.

The new types of land use caused many negative
ecological impacts on current agriculture. Filling up the farm
land with earth for housing uses and poor drainage had caused a
flooding of the lower farm land; and the abandoned adjacent farm
land, which is now only a speculative piece, housed many pests,
especially rodents. All these had caused land productivity to
decline. Current. cultivators counteracted by changing their

cropping patterns to a more appropriate one -~ e.g. from soyvbean
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to rice in the dry season -- and invested more heavily on
improvins the physical environments of farming. A conflict
between  land developers and farmers during the period of study
vas solved partially and temporarilyv because of the common

property notion of the drainage systems.

The study found contrasting negative impacts in the
forms of dissolution of farmers, especially the tenant class,
shrinking farm sizes, problematic drainage and pests, and the
"progressiveness" of the community and the skyrocketing value of

land property, perceived by current. landlords.

It  is apparent. that roots of the current problems are
the conflicts between policies the conservation of the
agricultural land under the 1978 City Flanning Decree is mnade

i~
i
i

ineffectual by other laws and regulations which in effect permit
its wuse for non-agricultural purposes. It has become evident
that the ewisting public policies must be made effective to
conserve the agricultural land with accompanied land
consolidation. Local government should be encouraged to include
conservalt.ion of loecal resources and agriculture should he
intensified. Villagers who are affected should be organized and
mobilized to solve the problems. Moreover, new land tax should
be sbtruchbured to prevent speculation. More specifically, new
setilement should be formed to accompany the dissolved tenant
class that cannot adapt itself to the new  environment.
Additional trainning may also be provided to these who could not
adiust bLhemselves so that other kinds of skills can be developed.

Heavier debts of former tenants should also be lightened.



