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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were 1) o dentify the socio-economic status

shutake mushroom farmers in Chiangmal province and the r mushroom production; and  2)

determine the effect of Sinc-Thai IFree Trade Area establishment on shiitake mushro

production.  The Data were collected by interview schedule from 88 samples of shiitake

mushroom producers, and analyzed by SPSS for Windows.

The findings showed that most of the mushroom producers were married, male, an

average age of 42 years old. secondary school graduates. and with 5 years of cxperience
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shiitake mushreom production. The average household meribers were 3 person, with an averaze

numbers of labors of 4 persons and 3 rais of land possession.  The income from the mushrog
production was 423,682 baht per year and they had one cult ire house each. An average numbe

of shitake mushroom cultivating spawn used for the product on was 22 814 block.
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Resulis of the study revealed the effect of Sino-Thai Free Trade Arca establishment

on shntake mushroom farmers as follows.

1) The farmers had to decrease the mushroorn production because of its low pric

and low demand. Also, 11 was costly since they had o s:ll the mushroom to middlemen ar

because of the high price of production materials as well as Inbor cost.

2} The price ol shiitake mushroom imported form Clina is lowers than that

of

domestic one. This caused middlemen prefer to purchase tie mushroon from China. Thus, the

farmers had to sell their mushroom in a low price. Howeve -, the mushroom farmers still group

thernseives Lo strengthen their negotiation power.
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3) Since the mushroom farmers had to sell their products in a low price, it causgd
them had many problems Le. lack of daily flow cash, low income. debt problem, etc.

4}  The quality of hfe and the social life of the mushroom farmers was decreased

because they earncd less income than before and they also had less social activities for they had fo

do supplementary jobs to cope up with their daily expenses.






