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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the following: 1) knowledge and understanding regarding
leadership, principle, practices of the cooperative, data acquisitions and public relations; 2) members’
attitudes; 3) participation toward the cooperative’s activities; and 4) correlation between the members’
attitudes with the participation in cooperative’s activities and business of The Pakkret Agriculture
Cooperative Ltd., The data were collected from ninety five samples by completing the questionnaire
which were retrieved from members of The Pakkret Agriculiure Cooperative Ltd. The approximated
error of sampling was 10 percent and then analyzed by SPSS program for Windows.

Based on the socio - demographic analyses, it showed that the majority of the cooperative
members were males, aged between 41 to 50 years old. More than half of them were elementary school
graduates. Most of them were married and their membership status ranged one to ten years. The average
distance between the cooperative member’s residence and the cooperative store was approximately 12
kilometers.

The majority of the cooperative members, (684 percent) had good knowledge and
understanding in the characteristics that the cooperative leaders should have skill, ability and ethics
followed by administrative capability and sincerity. In terms of understanding in cooperative principles
and practices was found that 92.6 percent of the cooperative members had good understanding in  the
objectives of the cooperative, profit remmn and dividend. On the other hand, 30.5 percent of the
cooperative members understood in voting methods, The methods in which the members uses to acquire
a variety of cooperative information were from different sources ; for agricultural works, 73.6 percent of
the members received mformation by participating in training programs. In terms of knowledge and

understanding in public relations it was found that 94.6 percent of the members received distributed
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information on fertilizer and agricultural chemicals price from marketing officers. On the other hand,
40.0 percent of the members received recommendations on savings from: the group leaders.

Results of the study revealed that the cooperative members had a moderate level of attitude
forward personnels involved in the cooperative (average score of 3.602) as well as a modulate level of
attitude forward the operation of the cooperative (average score of 3.305), Likewise, they had a
moderate level of attitude forward the rules and regulations of the cooperative (average score of 3.337).
However, the cooperative members had a high level of attitude forward the benefit provided by the
cooperative (average score of 3.564).

In terms of the participation with the cooperative, it was found that cooperative members
participated in the cooperative’s activities rather than the participation in the business of the cooperative
of the cooperative (average scores of 1.760 and 1.614, respectively)

The Results of the analysis between the members’ attitudes to ward the cooperative and the
members” participation in cooperative’s activities showed that the personnels of the cooperative
( ;{2 = 34.635), the working process of the cooperative { X2 = 29.646) and the benefits gained by
the members ( XQ = 13,620) had a positive correlation with the participation in the cooperative’s
activities.

The Results of the analysis between the members’ attitudes toward the cooperative and the
members’ participation in cooperative’s business showed that the personnels of the cooperative ( ;;2
= 25.526), the working process of the cooperative (;52 = 18.986), cooperative’s regulations
respectively (X2 = 26.842) and the benefits gained by the members (xz = 23.414) had a positive

correlation with the participation in the cooperative’s business.
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