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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the production process, marketing,
costs of production and problems associated with the production of an organic vegetable in
Saluang Subdistrict, Maerim District, Chiang Mai Province. The data were gathered from farmers
in Saluang with a total of 60 households. Farmers were categorized into three-case studies:
14 households organic farming; 16 households used to do organic farming that (but now quit);
and 30 households non-organic farming. The data were collected by using questionnaire, personal
interviews and observation. A descriptive research was used in this study.

Results showed that in the case study of the organic farming, farmers grow many
different kinds of vegetables such as pak choy, Chinese cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, broccoli
and Chinese kale. Homemade-foliar organic fertilizer was used in the production process.
Because of a misunderstanding by farmer, compost fertilizer was not used in the production
function. The price of the organic vegetable was higher than the non-organic vegetable. The
demand of organic vegetable is higher than the supply. In addition, farmers were trained in
production process program, marketing program and cost of production program.

In case study of farmers who used to do organic farming (but now quit), the results
found that farmer used to do organic farming for one to three years. During that time, the farmers
grew many kinds of vegetables such as pak choy, Chinese cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, broccoli,
Chinese kale and spinach. The price of the organic vegetable was higher than the non-organic
vegetable. Farmers had no problem on marketing and cost of the production. For the reason that

organic farming took a lot of time and effoft, the farmer decided to quit doing organic farming.



(©6)

In the non-organic farming case, the results showed that farmer had done non-
organic farming for more than 20 years. Some of the farmers grow soybean, rice and fruit, while
the others grow vegetable such as Chinese cabbage, Chinese kale, yard long bean, morning glory
and lettuce. Insecticide poisoning causes many health problems in the farmer body such as
respiratory syndrome, skin diseases and muscle inflammation. Price of the product was controlled
by the middleman. Moreover, cost of chemicals was relatively expensive, so the production costs
were high.

The study suggested that the main problem was the lack of knowledge. Therefore,
the faculty of agricultural technology, Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, will set up the programs
in which it can be done by the cooperation of farmers, Subdistrict local administration
organization and people in Saluang. These programs could be about how to make a compost

fertilizer and foliar organic fertilizer.
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