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Title Factors Related to Loans of Clients of Farmers and Poors Aid
Funds: a Case Study of Surine Province
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate: 1) socio-economic factors of
Loans of Clients of Farmers and Poors Aid Funds: a Case Study of Surine Province; and 2) socio-
economic factors related to arrears of debt payment of clients of farmers and poor Aid Funds of
Surine province. Respondents in this study consisted of 264 clients of farmers and poor Aid
Funds of Surine province. A set of questionnaires was used as a tool for data collection. Obtained
data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS).

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were female with an
average age of 57.50 years, married and elementary school graduates. For our economic aspect, it
was found that the respondents did crop cultivation rather than animal rearing and they had an
average household forces of two people. They had an average land holding of 25.19 rai and most
of them had their own land. The respondents had an average annual income from farming of
48,896.55 baht and they had an average annual farming expenses of 25,830.41 baht. However, the
respondents had an average annual income from non-farming of 40,016.51 baht and most of it
eamned from their children. They had an average annual non-farming expense of 47,996.83 baht
and most of the expenses were household consumption. For a social aspect, it was found that the
respondents had an average number of dependants of two people. Most of them used to meet staff
of the fund who also were staff of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The
respondents met them 2.01 times per year on average.

For results of the study on arrears of debt payment, it was found that most of the
respondents got the loan during 1997-2001 with an average sum of loan of 129,025.90 baht and
they had an average arrears of debt and interest payment of 120,207.04 baht. The respondents had

to pay the debt for 8.15 times on average and they had to pay the debt in accordance with the
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fixed time for 91,942.97 baht. They had to pay principal for 85,627.62 baht and interest for
28,187.52 baht. Most of them had arrears of debt and interest payment (60.20 percent); only
principal payment was 21.20 percent and interest payment was 18.60 percent. They could not pay
the debt because they had inadequate income. It was also found that sources of the loan for
farming were the Village Fund and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives,
respectively. Only 35.60 percent of the respondents used the fund for self-life earning. For results
of the study on factors related to arrears of debt payment of the respondents, it was found that the
economic relating to arrears of debt payment were land holding and expenses on animal rearing.
For the difference in land holding relating to arrears of debt payment, it was found the they had
arrears of debt payment for not more than 50,000 baht if they had their own land whereas they

had higher arrears of debt payment if they were land tenants.
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