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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate basic factors and socio-economic characteristics of
members of the Cooperatives Producing and Selling GAP Longan, Pasang Ltd. and thewr
expectation towards guidelines on the implementation of the cooperatives. Data were obtained
through interview schedules distributed to 124 cooperative members and then analyzed by using
the SPSS-PC”

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 52.51 years
old on average, married, elementary school graduates, having longan cultivated area of 4.75 rais,
and could earn an average annual income of 35,074.80 baht. Aside from growing longan, they
could eamn an average annual income of 22,500 baht from growing rice, 73,333 baht from
growing chili, and 73,970 baht from selling other products. The Bank for Agricultural and
Agricultural Cooperatives was their source of loans. Most of the respondents were members of
Agricultural Cooperatives for Marketing of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives customers and members of the Village Fund. Based on the expectation on the
operational guidelines for the cooperatives, the following guidelines were expected in a highest
level: 1) the operation on agricultural credit; 2) the operation on cooperative marketing; 3) the
operation on service; 4) the development of knowledge and potential of cooperative members;
and 5) the development of knowledge and potential of cooperative staff.

For the guidelines for the operation on agricultural cooperatives, the following
were found in a high level: 1) short term credit on production factors could be paid back when the
yields could be sold out; 2) moderate-term credit on 6 month free cash flow should be not more

than 20,000 baht; 3) long term-credit for capital should not be longer than 3 years; 4) long-term
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credit for one year free cash flow should not be more than 35,000 baht; and 5) three month short-
term credit should not be more than 15,000 baht.

Regarding guidelines for cooperative marketing, the following were found in a
high level: 1) supporting of group establishment for eaming supplementary income; 2) selling of
agricultural materials to cooperative members; 3) purchasing yields of cooperative members in
accordance with market price; 4) selling of products with good quality and inexpensive price to
cooperative members; 5) up-to-date information and agricultural technology; 6) being an agency
for selling yields of cooperative members; 7) processing yields for selling; 8) pawning longan
yields of cooperative members; and 9) bringing longan products of cooperative members to sell in
the cooperative shop.

In the case of guidelines for services, the following were found 1n a high level in
all aspects: 1) the service on longan grading for cooperative members; 2) the service on roasting
longan; 3) the service on delivery of longan yields; 4) the service on market price information;
5) the service on assistance when cooperative members confronted natural calamity; 6) the
service on convenience in yield storage in all seasons; 7) the service on marketing information; §)
the service on the provision of convenience In yield collecting in all seasons; 9) the service on
yield collection for grading size and quality of longans for selling; 10) the service on marketing
channels; 11) current market price; 12) selling places; and 13) the service on longan grading
equipment.

For guidelines for cooperative members’ knowledge and potential development,
the following were found in a high level: 1) holding a seminar on agriculture or plant cultivation
in an appropriate area; 2) holding an educational tour on agricultural yield processing; 3) holding
a seminar on the operation of the cooperatives; 4) holding a seminar on agricultural yield
processing; 5) holding a seminar on the sufficiency economy as a principle of earning a living;
and 6) holding a seminar on the operational principles of the cooperatives.

Regarding guidelines for cooperative staff’s knowledge and potential development,
the following were found in a high level in all aspects: 1) educational tour on agricultural yield
processing; 2) educational tour on the operation of other cooperatives; 3) holding a seminar on
guidelines for cooperative operation for cooperative committee; 4) holding a seminar on earning a
living with the principles of efficiency economy; 5) holding a seminar on the rights and duties of

cooperative staff; and 6) holding a seminar on agricultural yields processing.



