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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate: concept on sufficiency economy,
including its motive force and the relevance between the sufficiency economy and the decision-
making of consumers in Chiang Mai province on the conversion of car's propelling system from
using gasoline to the LPG. Questionnaires were distributed to 120 populations in Chiang Mai
province and its neighbouring provinces who changed the propellling system of their car at
Chiang Mai Yan Yon Service Ltd. during September- December, 2006. Obtained data were
analyzed for fmding frequency, percentage, mean, and Chi-square.

Results of the study revealed that the concept on sufficiency economy of His
Majesty King Bhumibol was based on Dhamma doctrine which the Princess mother of the King
used it as a norm in raising her children. Also, the King has intention to assist his people based on
social and quality of life development as His Majesty articulated his overriding goal: We shall
reign in righteousness for the benefit and happiness of the Siamese people. His Majesty the King
behaves himself under the Dhamma doctrine and teaches people to be good ones, in the middle
path and he eventually applies these to rule the country.

According to the investigation on the concept on sufficiency economy, it was
found that the sufficiency economy motive initiated when the King used the philosophy of
sufficiency economy covering moderateness, reasoning, immune, knowledge, and ethics in his
tasks on solving problems of economic, social, environmental, and political crisis appropriately.

Later on, the Bureau of National Economic and Social Development Committee begged for
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permission to apply the philosophy of sufficiency economy as the guideline for the determination
of policies and the country development planning on November 29, 1999. For social aspect, it
was found that the Ministry of Social Development and Human Stability had applied the
philosophy of sufficiency economy to social strategy motive, peace and happiness enrichment.
Besides, the Ministry of Interior carried out the community development project holding on
expenses reduction and income supplementation through the development of community
enterprises, production groups, and local tourism. Not only this, the Ministry of Education had
included the concept and knowledge on sufficiency economy in the school curricular programs.
For economic aspect, the Thai government had applied the concept on sufficiency economy to the
administration of the country such as using of basket exchange rate to prevent the interference of
money value, state policy designing and implementation assessment based on the middle-of-road
line, and to be as the guideline for country development in the National Social and Economic
Development Plan Issue 10. This was based on the application of knowledge, ethics, diligence,
moderateness, reasoning, and good immune. Besides, the philosophy of sufficiency economy was
widely used in business sector such as Thai Cement companies group which were affected by
rapid change and expansion but they recovered rapidly because these organizations had their own
strong culture which conformed to the concept of sufficiency economy. For environmental and
natural resources aspect, it was found that the Royal Initiative project on environment also held
various problem-solvings by using natural methods and techniques which least affect
environmental resources and environment.

Results of the study on the relevance between the sufficiency economy and the
decision-making on the conversion of the car's propelling system revealed that most of the
respondents (78.3 percent) were found to be in a "sufficiency” level. Based on the 5 criteria:
moderateness, reasoning, immune, knowledge, and ethics, it was found that the percentage of the
respondents were 59.2,48.3, 85.0, 75.8 and 75.8, respectively.

For results of the analysis by using Chi-square on the relationship of personal
factor and the level of sufficiency, it was found that there was a significant relationship between
ages of the respondents and a number of cars in their families and the level of sufficiency (0.01
and 0.05, respectively). For personal factor and sufficiency component, it was found that there

was a significantly relationship between ages of the respondents and ethics (0.01).
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