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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the following: 1) the socio-
economic of farmers growing strawberry; 2) the production of tissue- cultured strawberry of
farmers who had received the strawberry from the Agricultural Development and Promotion
Center, Lamphun province; and 3) marketing condition of tissue- cultured strawberry. Interview
schedules were used for data collection from 172 farmers growing strawberry in Moo 4 and Moo
5 villages, Borkaew sub- district, Samerng district, Chiang Mai.

Results of the study revealed that most of the farmer respondents were male, aged
between 41-51 years old, elementary school graduates. Their main career was plantation using
3-4 family labour forces. The motivation in growing strawberry was neighbours’ suggestions and
self- learning on strawberry growing. Majority of the farmer respondents had an average annual
income earning from agricultural sector of 200,000 baht and from non- agricultural sector of
50,000 baht. However, they had annual household expenditure of 100,000 baht.

In the case of the production and marketing of tissue- cultured strawberry, it was
found that majority of the farmer respondents grew the strawberry in their own land, with the
cultivated land area of 1-4 rais. Each one had an experience on strawberry growing for 6-10 years.
Most of them kept their own strawberry breed for growing and the 329 breed was grown most.
The cost of the strawberry production was 49,186.55 baht per rai and an average yield of the
strawberry was 3,977.28 kilograms per rai. The farmer respondents got a loan from the bank fc;r

Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative most. They also had their own household expenditure

account,



(6)

The 329 strawberry breed was found to be well accepted among the farmer respondents
most since it has big and heart- shaped fruits with red in colour, sweet, and crispy. Most of the
tissue- cultured strawberry which the farmer respondents obtained were perfect and it produced
higher yields and quality comparing to the traditional breed. Besides, it had lower cost of
production marking the farmer respondents had more income. Moreover, it had less disease
plaque and pests. The yields were harvested every the other day during 5.00-6.00 p.m. and the
yields were then graded beforing selling with the price of 50-100 baht per kilogram. However, its
price was lower to 10-15 baht per kilogram when sending to strawberry factories. The strawberry
was generally sold to local merchants in which they were the ones who determined the price.

The problems were identified strawberry breed, climate condition, and capital. The

strawberry tended to be rotten when there was heavy rain during harvesting.
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