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ABSTRACT

The study on “Participation in the Management of the Maejo Municipal Office
by the Housewives Group in Maejo Municipality, Nonghan sub-district, Sansai district, Chiang
Mai province,” had the following objectives: 1) to describe the personal and socio-economic
characteristics of the members of the Housewives Group in Maejo Municipality, and 2) to specify
the participation in the management of the Maejo Municipal Office by of the Housewives Group
of Maejo Municipality. From a total of 1,003 members of the Housewives Group of Maejo
Municipality, a sample was drawn by random sampling composing of 286 members. Using a pre-
tested questionnaire with reliability value of 0.80 data were collected from the respondents in
June 2007 and were analyzed by SPSS/PC program.

Results of the analyses showed that all of the respondents were females aged 48
years in average, 64.3% finished primary schooling, 74.8% were married. Majority had main jobs
as hired laborers, farmers, and sellers that earned monthly income of 11,506 baht in average. Each
household had 3 to 4 members and residence in the Maejo municipality of 39 years in average.
News concerning Maejo Municipality was received by the respondents through six channels,
namely, mostly by news broadcast tower, by officers of Maejo Municipal Office, by documents
such as letters, billboards, and bulletin boards. Few of the respondents received news from the
radio, television, and newspaper.

Concerning the level of participation in the management of Maejo Municipality
by the Housewives Group, it was in four aspects and summarized as follows: 1) decision making

— low level of participation with score of 2.20 in all issues. Some respondents had no participation
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in problem solving since they were not allowed to participate in the meetings of the Municipality;
2) job implementation — low level of participation with score of 2.21 in all issues except in
promotion of cultural activities and gathering in the community; 3} benefits and or welfares — low
level of participation with score of 2.27 in all issues except in the resources arranged by and aid
received by the Municipality, as well as public utilities, promotion of occupation, know how for
the community; and 4) evaluation — low level of participation with score of 1.90 in all issues and
some respondents had no participation in the evaluation of Maejo Municipality since they could

not attend the meetings of the Municipal Office.
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