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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to investigate the following dimensions: 1) personal and socio-
economic characteristics of Sri-Muang Fang Organic Agriculture Cooperative members; 2)
process steps and reasons for joining Sri-Muang Fang Organic Agriculture Cooperative; and 3)
problems encountered and suggestions on the cooperative management. Respondents in this
study consisted of 74 cooperative members obtained from multi-stages random sampling. A set
of interview schedules was used as a tool for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed by
using the statistical package for the research.

Results of the study revealed that three-fourths of the respondents were male, 47 years
old on average, and elementary school graduates. They had an average annual income of 44,810
baht. Most of the respondents used their own capital for doing organic agriculture. Almost all of
them had their own land with an average of 8.82 rai/person for organic agriculture. They did
mono cropping and integrated farming. The respondents were members of the cooperative for
about 2.54 years and has already undergone a training course of organic agricultural practices. It
was also found that they had an average of two person doing organic agriculture.

With regards to decision-making process for joining the cooperative, it was found that
the respondents gave the most important to decision-making, problems analysis, new alternative
searching, and alternative result assessment, respectively, Each step consisted of the following
aspects: health, environment, economy and society.

With regards to the consideration on alternative seeking for joining the activities, the

respondents held a high level of importance in the following: 1) health condition concerning
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agricultural chemical substances related to ailments; 2) soil erosion; 3) cash flows and debts; and
4) assistance and promotion provided by government and private sectors.

With regards to the consideration alternative seeking for joining the activities, the
respondents held a high level of importance in the following: 1) security of the respondents and
their families; 2) the organic agricultural system which can help on resource and environmental
conservation; 3) organic agricultural system which can be practiced in many ways and the
respondents can generate revenue the whole year; and 4) assistance provided by government and
private sectors.

With regards to the alternative assessment, the respondents held a high level of
importance in following: 1)health condition of producers and consumers; 2) conformity to the
current economic conditions; 3) tolerance, diligence, and steadiness 4) connection and
contribution to other activities that can be done; and 5) the respondents and their family are more
healthy than before.

With regards to the decision-making for joining activities of the cooperative, it was also
found that the respondents held a high level of importance in the following: 1) awareness on
consumers’ health which might cause the expansion of organic food market; 2) the respondents
believed that they would have a better life at present and in the future; and 3) sustainably
environmental conservation.

In the case of problems encountered, the following were revealed by the respondents: 1)
lack of extension staff and 2) few agencies of organic agricultural extension. It could be
advisable that agricultural extension staff or change agents should closely give suggestions to the

respondents. Also, they should hold organic agriculture trainings continually.



