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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the following: 1) factors on socio-
economic characteristics of farmers in Maejo municipality area; 2) farmers’ participation in
agricultural extension tasks of Maejo municipality; and 3) problems encountered and suggestions
of the farmers towards agricultural extension tasks of Maejo municipality. Respondents in this
study consisted of 381 farmers obtained from multi-stage random sampling. A set of
questionnaire was used as a tool for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed by using the
Statistical package for finding mean, percentage and standard deviation.

Findings showed that more than one-half of the respondents were male, 43 years
old on average, and elementary school graduates. They had an average monthly income of
8,866.79 baht. Their main agricultural occupation was cropping and their supplementary
occupation was being hired workers. They had an average family members of 3-5 persons and 2
of them were family labourers. It was also found that most of the respondents were members of a
fertilizer group. They perceived information on the agricultural material support project most and
they also participated in the project most.

With regards to the farmers” participation, most of the respondents had a moderate
level of participation in the followings: 1) obtaining benefits from development; 2) assessment of
development; 3) initiation stage; 4) development implementation; and 5) assessment of project
situations. However, it was that the respondents had a low level of participation in planning stage.
The following were looked into details:

1. The respondents had a moderate level of participation in the initiation stage.
They only had a high level of participation in the discussion on need for agricultural extension

tasks within their community. The respondents had a moderate level of motivation in the
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following aspects: 1) seeking for needs for participation in agricultural extension and
development tasks; 2) problems encountered and suggestions orally about agricultural extension
tasks; 3) proposing of problems encountered and suggestions in writing about agricultural
extension and development tasks; 4) proposing guidelines for the improvement of agricultural
extension tasks in the village and community; 5) planning a project agricultural extension tasks;
6) presenting opinions on the determination of a policy for the development of their respective
villages and community; 7) taking consideration on guidelines and possibility on agricultural
projects of the community; and 8) ranking the degree of importance of each project.

2. The respondents had a low level of participation in planning stage in all aspects
as follows: 1) preparation of information about the tasks on agricultural extension and
development; 2) arrangement of planning steps; 3) preparation of a plan/project on agricultural
extension and development tasks; 4) determination of objectives of agricultural extension and
development projects; and 5) ranking the degree of importance of the projects.

3. The respondents had a moderate level of participation in the development stage
in almost all aspects as follows: 1) implementation on the tasks of agricultural extension and
development; 2) doing public relations on the tasks of agricultural extension and development; 3)
coordination on the tasks of agricultural extension and development; 4) asking for assistance from
the external organizations; and 5) supporting the tasks of agricultural extension and development.

4. The respondents had a moderate level of participation in the situation
assuagement stage in all aspects as follows: 1) task implementation assessment; and 2) project
assessment.

5. The respondents had a moderate level of participation in the benefit sharing
stage in all aspects as follows: 1) objects and 2) spiritual development.

6. The respondents had a moderate level of participation in the assessment of
development in all aspects as follows: 1) collection of information on agricultural extension tasks;
2) making a tool for collecting information on agricultural extension and development tasks; 3)
finding a tool for collecting information on agricultural extension and development; 4) reporting
the outcome of task implementation; 5) reporting on the monitoring of the tasks of agricultural
extension and development; 6) assessment of the success in the task of agricultural extension; and

7) continuously assessment of the progress of the tasks of agricultural extension.



