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ABSTRACT

This study had the following objectives: 1) to study the procedure and practices of
organic agriculture by the farmers in Saluang sub-district, and 2) to study the effects of accepting
the organic agriculture system by the farmers in Saluang sub-district. Respondents were 63
farmers that grew organic vegetables in Saluang sub-district, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai
province in 2008 without random sampling. Tool used was a questionnaire for interviewing and
the collected data were analyzed by the SPSS/PC program.

Results showed that the respondents aged 43 years in average majority of them
finished grade 4 of primary education and had the property rights of the land they used for
farming. The household of the respondent composed of four members in average of which three
members were labor force in the farm. Majority of the respondents sold their organic vegetables
to the organic farmers group if Saluang sub-district, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province.

As to the effects of accepting organic agriculture system following the attitudes of
the farmers were the following aspects:

1. Agricultural aspect: Majority of the respondents admitted that the market price
of organic vegetables was higher but after subtracting the capital costs the net income did not
increase since the price was under pressure and the market was small. In terms of capital costs,
there was no increase and majority of the respondents did not avail of credit loans. On the other
hand some of the respondents availed of the credit loans from the Farmers and Cooperatives

Bank.
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2. Social aspect: Majority of the respondents agreed that the effect of practicing
organic agriculture enhanced their social lives by meeting their neighbors, exchanging
viewpoints, visiting relatives, participating in community development activities, and consulting
extension officers form the government and private sectors.

3. Environment aspect: Majority of the respondents agreed that the effects were
positive since the soil improved, soil moisture increased. Water sources were clean and clear,
aquatic animals increased. Atmosphere also improved in terms of humidity and purity.

4. Health of the respondents: Their health conditions improved and they had

more confidence in the safety of consuming organic vegetables.
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