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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) socio-economic
characteristics of the farmers; 2) opinions of the farmers toward organic farming; and 3) their
recommendations in organic farming. Respondents of the study consisted of 250 farmers in Thon
Samor sub-district, Thachang district, Singburi province. The respondents were obtained by
multi-stage random sampling. A set of questionnaires was used as a tool for data collection
which passed reliability and consistency tests. Obtained data were analyzed by using the
statistical package for the research.

Results of the study revealed that the respondents were 54 years old on average.
More than one-half of them (60.40 percent) were elementary school graduate. They eamed an
annual income from an agricultural sector for 268,970.64 baht and a non-agricultural sector for
104,341.40 baht. They own an agricultural land for 24 rai on average. Most of them had no
social position. They were members of agricultural cooperative and some of them were members
of an agricultural group. They perceived agricultural news from television, radio media,
neighbors as well as agricultural officers. All of the respondents had contacted with agricultural
extension staff and met them 5 times a year on average.

With regards to the respondents perception toward organic farming, it was found
that they had a high level of opinions. Their opinions in all aspects were as follows: the
application of organic fertilizer; plant varieties to be grown in organic farming; disease and pest
prevention in accordance with the organic farming principle; land area for organic farming;
improvement of soil fertility; prevention and doing away with weed in accordance with organic

farming principle; and application of some kinds of organic matter instead of using chemical
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fertilizer. This could be seen that the respondents understood on the importance of the reduction
of chemical application due to safety for producers and consumers. This truly effected agricultural
extension and the acceptance in the method of plant production using organic farming.

For problems encountered and suggestions, it was found that the respondents
were familiar with chemical application and they had no confidence on advantages of organic
farming. Also, there was no difference between the prices of organic plants and chemical plants.
Thus, there was no motivation for the respondents to try to stop using chemicals. Besides, the
steps on organic farming was complicated and time consuming. Not only this, the current high
price of paddy due to the paddy pawn project of the govemment also caused the respondents
produced a big amount of yields in order to join the project. For the rice field, it was often flooded
and it was also located nearby factories and communities. They also used water from the same
river which might have contamination. This was because agricultural areas in Singburi province
were located at the end of the lower Chao Praya basin. Aside from this, some rice fields were out
of the irrigation and land reform management areas. The respondents also had problems in plant
varieties which had undesired seeds or the seeds were low quality. For fertilizer application and
other materials to be used in place of chemical, it was found that some materials were scare and
inadequate because the respondents needed in a big amount. Some had to be found out of the
cultivated areas. However, it might have a problem in raw material seizing or the condition that
high need for other raw materials to be place of. This might make these raw materials have a high

price or lack of the raw materials to be used.



