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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out 1) personal and socio-economic
characteristics of shrimp raising farmers; 2) their opinions on using microorganisms applications
for shrimp raising instead of using chemical applications; and 3) their problems obstacles and
recommendations to improve the farmers in effective microorganisms application for shrimp
rising in Klaeng district, Rayong Province in 2006. Data were collected by using questionnaires
from 262 randomed samples of the shrimp raising farmers and analyzed by the SPSS for window.

The findings showed that three-fourths of the respondents were male, functioned
as manager or owner, 41 years old on average, 58.02 of percentage was married, member of
family on average were 4 peoples. Almost two-thirds were bachelor’s degree graduates, had an
average monthly shrimp raising income of 25,379.77 baht, with maximum monthly shrimp
raising income of 50,000 baht, had shrimp raising experienced of aboutl0 years. Two-thirds of
them did not have self owned land (67.56%). They hired outside labours for shrimp raising with
an average of 6 labours, for an average wage of 6,353.15 baht per month each.

The findings also revealed that they approved of shrimp raising by microorganisms
applications at a high level. They highly agreed on qualities of microorganisms, preparing
microorganisms, using microorganisms and safety of microorganisms.

In the case of problem encountered, it was found that one-third of the respondents
stated that there was lacked of public relations on microorganism application. This was followed
by: 1) there were face related researches on microorganism application; 2) microorganism
application was untrustworthy; 3) chemical application was better than microorganism

application; 4) did not realize on the importance of using microorganism application to replace
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chemical application; 5) microorganisms application took more time to achieve the outcome than
that of chemical application; 6) shrimp raising farmers had other tasks such as water and feed
preparation; 7) lack of knowledge on microorganism; 8) shrimp raising farmers did not want to
coordinate with it because they had to prepared water and feed; and 9) microorganism did not
meet the needs of shrimp raising farmers. Few shrimp raising farmers indicated the following:
1) preparation process was complicated; 2) lacked of good quality of microorganism stock; and

lacked of farm owners’ support.



