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ABSTRACT

Organic farming is a type of sustainable agricultural production which is based on
four important aspects: 1) health, 2) ecology, 3) faimess, and 4) care. In an organic products
condition, agricultural production conforms to the local way of life of agricultural community
and farmers are basically dependent on nature. Also, the farmers do not refuse consumerism.
However, under a high competition and rapid change in all social, economic, and political
aspects, the contemporary policy development is needed. Appropriated policy is essential so that
the government sector can determine and transform policy into concrete implementation.
Therefore, this study was aimed to investigate the following: 1) the analysis process of organic
farming policy in terms of content and policy behavior; 2) managerial administration factor
effectiveness of the organic farming policy implementation; and 3) trend of policy development
and pattern of an appropriate management of organic farming in the North.

This study was the combination of the qualitative and quantitative research
methodology. Data collection was done through related document reviewing, in-depth interview
with policy makers, executives, experts on organic farming development, academic supports, and
farmer leaders. Besides, a set of questionnaires was used for data collection administered with
212 agricultural extension staffs in 17 northern provinces. Data on relationship in accordance with
the causal model was analyzed for explaining the relationship among managerial administration
factors effecting of organic farming policy implementation.

Results of the study revealed that Thai organic farming policy was a uni-centric
approach in which political system and the government have an authority in hierarchical directing
under the guideline of the National Economic and Social Development plan and policy of the

government. The important conditions in the determination of organic farming policy were food
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safety and standard of production, free trade, and role of international organizations. It was found
that there were 2 forms of Thai organic agricultural production: 1) organic farming in accordance
with international standard; and 2) integrated organic farming which is a production from
integrated crop based on local standard. This was aimed to maintain food security of a local
community.

Results of the analysis of data on relationship of the structural equation for the
investigation of factors related to the managerial administration effecting the organic farming
policy implementation showed that there was a statistically significant positive relationship
between 5 factors related to the managerial administration and the effectiveness of policy
implementation, i.e.; policy context (=0.467); policy capital (r=0.385"); policy content
(r=0.448“); organization characteristics (r=0.442"); coordination (r=0.441“), respectively.

It was also found that there was both a direct and indirect relationship between policy
context and the effectiveness of policy implementation (,8=0.466"). There was a direct
relationship between factor on coordination and effectiveness in policy implementation
(ﬁ=0.255"). There was a relationship between indirect the effectiveness in policy implementation
and policy capital (ﬂ=0.055"), policy content (,8=0.087“), and organization characteristics
(,3=0.154"). Besides, factor on the managerial administration could predict the effectiveness of
the organic farming policy implementation for 26.1 percent (R® = 0.261). The model of causal
relationship used in the analysis was found to conform to the empirical data ( X 2.1 1.07") and
could be used for the explanation of the phenomenon of organic farming policy implementation.

Findings of the study also showed that the development of policy direction and an
appropriate pattern of the managerial administration of organic farming should be in the form of
policy network together with integration of local wisdom and body of knowledge. Participation
process should be created and the importance of inter-organization relationship should be held.
This included government organizations, local administrative organizations, nbn—govemment
organizations, business organizations, academic institutions, farmer networks, and consumer
organizations. The center for policy movement should be located in a local community based on
the concept of local food system.

Based on the new paradigm of the organic farming production, it was found that

sustainable agriculture should be conceptualized by using the institution as a means for the
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managerial administration. Besides, fair trade should be focused as an important goal of organic
farming system. This must also conform to the concept of Eco-social Market Economy. This
could be done by integrating the principle of market freedom with the balance of social and
environmental capital. However, market, the state, and the civic group should have close
relationship with one another. Social goal had to set among these stakeholders as important as
economic goal for the occurrence of efficiency, freedom, and social equity.

For suggestion on the policy, it could be advisable that the National Organic Farming
Development Committee should determine the unique direction public policy of organic farming
development. However, the committee should closely coordinate with the state in the construction
of supporting system and tools for the management of public policy on organic farming, such as
the organic farming development fund, body of knowledge on organic farming production and
marketing, tariff measure for organic producers and business, advanced organic products market,
and information technology system and data base on organic farming which could be used as a
basis for decision-making.

With regards to the network development of organic farming policy at a local level,
the mutual coordination between the government and a community in the form of networking on
organic products should be set. This could be done through the knowledge management system
for the strong creation of public policy on local organic, the development of strong public-mind

local leaders, and a fair trade organic market for consumers.



