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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out: 1) socio-economic characteristics
of farmers obtaining allocated land from the Agricultural Land Reform Office; 2) form of
allocated land exploitation for agriculture; and 3) problems encountered in allocated land
exploitation for agriculture in Maehorphra sub-district, Maetaeng district, Chiang Mai province.
Data collection was done by using interview schedules administered with 133 farmers obtaining
allocated land and living at Phudin village, Maehorphra sub-district, Maetaeng district, Chiang
Mai province. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that almost three —fourths of the respondents were
male, breadwinners, 56.10 years old on average, married, and elementary school graduates. They
had three family members on average and these people were household workforce. It was found
that their average annual income was 48,279.70 baht in which part of this income (23,734.59
baht) was generated from agricultural sector. They had their own land for agricultural occupation
of 6.56 rai and they used their own capital for farming, The respondents had agricultural
experience for 25 years on average. They attended training for 2.38 times a years and contacted
agricultural staff once a year. It was also found that they were members of the following groups:
occupation, funeral ceremony, and farmer. They perceived information sources through television
and radio.

Almost three-fourths of the respondents exploited the allocated land by mono-
cropping. More than three-fourths of them did longan orcharding and fish rearing. It was found
that the respondents had rice field for 4.59 on average. Most of them grew rice twice a year and

they had a land area of 1.65 rai for vegetable growing. They grew string bean most. They had a
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land area of 3.50 rai for crop farming particularly maize and tobacco. They had a land area of
5.33 rai for fruit tree orcharding and they grew longan and mango most. They had 1-2 fish ponds
and each pond had many kinds of fish. They reared meat-type chickens by letting them looked
for food by themselves. Animal manure were used as organic fertilizer in the farm. They reared
pigs about 50, 75 and 90 heads, cattle about 20 and 26 heads and its manure were sold.

For problems encountered, it was found that the allocated land was full of stones
and flints and it was far away from water sources. Besides, the respondents did not have enough
capital and they had to get a loan with high interest. The respondents suggested that concerned
agencies should extend knowledge on integrated farming for them. Also, it should have
coordination with other agencies such as the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives

for the provision of loan.





