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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out: 1) socio-economic characteristics,
trust, and production promoting of private sectors of farmers growing Chinese water convolvulus
for seed production under contract farming; 2) opinions of the farmers in various aspects towards
the contract farming; and 3) problems encounters and suggestions of the farmers on the promotion
of Chinese water convolvulus growing for seed production under the contract farming. Data were
collected from the farmers participating in Chinese water convolvulus growing for seed
production under the contract farming. The respondents in this study consisted of 328 obtained by
simple random sampling. Interview schedules were used as a tool for data collection and analyzed

" by the Statistical Package for research.

The findings showed that almost two-thirds of the respondents were male, 45 years
old on average, clementary school graduates, and married. They had 4 family members on
average with 2.09 household workforce. It was found that the respondents had an average area of
11.18 rai for Chinese water convolvulus growing. They had experiences in the project
participation on Chinese water convolvulus growing for 2.45 years on average. The respondents
spent money for Chinese water convolvulus growing for 22,272.78 baht per year on average and
they earned an annual income from selling the seeds of Chinese water convolvulus for 65,241.61
baht on average. In other words, they earned a net profit for 42,294.35 baht per year. It was found
that the respondents had a high level of trust towards extension workers of the company.
However, they had a moderate level of trust towards farmer representatives and the company.

For the respondents’ opinions towards the participation in Chinese water

convolvulus growing for seed production under contract farming, it was found that they had a



(6)

moderate level on services, returns, and environment. However, the respondents had a high level
of an agreement on services concerning with the company, news information, public relations, an
appointment for a meeting, knowledge and experience extension workers. The respondents had a
high level of an agreement to the returns on the .certainty of Chinese water convolvulus seed
selling and its price. Also, they had a high level of an agreement on the equipment used for seed
trashing.

With regards to problems encountered, as a whole, the respondents had a moderate
level of problems on the following: 1) chemicals used for Chinese water convolvulus growing in
terms of their health; 2) lack of workforce for growing and harvesting; and 3) the contract
contained too many conditions and regulations. The respondents suggested that the company
should hold a training on the correct chemical application in Chinese water convolvulus growing
and the prevention of dust occurred from trashing. Besides, they wanted harvesting equipment in
order to reduce the problem of workforce lacking. Lastly, the respondents wanted more fair

contract between them and the company.
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(Expected Results)
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(Scope of the Research)
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(REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE)
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