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ABSTRACT

After His Majesty the King has bestowed the philosophy of sufficiency economy
as the guidance on appropriate conduct covering numerous aspects of life, all Thai citizens have
tried for better understanding and to apply it as the guideline for their everyday life.
The community radio station is one channel to communicate with people in the community,
hosted by local producers who have closest relationship to audiences in the community. This
research aimed at analyzing the radio programs presenting the philosophy of sufficiency economy
of community radios in Muang Chiang Mai by the presenters passing and not passing the process
for improving the knowledge and understanding on the philosophy from May 1, 2007 to
December 31, 2008 and the responses of their audients. Information on the radio programs was
collected by recording the programs, transcribing and analyzing contents by coding sheets.
Information on responses of the audiences was collected by interview and focus group discussion
with the audiences. Then, the results were presented mainly as descriptive research. It was found
that the presenters passing the process were more confident in passing on the philosophy of
sufficiency economy than those who did not pass the process. Those who passed the process were
able to discuss in-depth details of the philosophy in all five aspects. Message on the philosophy
presented by most of those who did not pass the process did not cover all aspects of the
philosophy and just was inserted shortly in the programs. In addition, it was found that the
presenters who carefully used formal words and manners in presenting the philosophy rarely got
response from the audiences. The programs with lively discussion between two presenters on
various aspects of the philosophy and presenting the cases of persons and businesses who had

successfully applied the philosophy together with the inserting of songs composed by His Majesty



6

the King have got more responses. The survey on the audiences revealed that all of the audiences
indicated they had more knowledge and understanding from the program, almost one — half of
them actively responsed to the programs by phoning-in. The audiences were able to apply the
philosophy in their daily life activities. However, only 6.25 % of the audiences indicated that
knowledge was the basis of the philosophy of sufficiency economy. This finding might reveal the

weakness in the movement for the application of the philosophy.
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