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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate freedom of the press in political
news of the Daily News, Thai Post, and Matichon based on freedom of the media in the following
aspects: 1) gather and report news without fear or favor, and vigorously resist undue influence
from any outside forces, including advertisers, sources, story subjects, powerful individuals, and
special interest groups 2) determine news content solely through editorial judgment and not as the
result of outside influence 3) recognize that sponsorship of the news will not be used in any way
to determine, restrict, or manipulate content 4) refuse to allow the interests of ownership to
influence news judgment and content inappropriately.

This study was conducted during July-December, 2006 with the total time frame
of 6 months. The researcher collected data by using a data recording schedule for content analysis
and methods of recording political news in each newspaper as mentioned. Later on, the facts
appeared in the newspaper were investigated. The freedom criterion of the media was used as a
scope for content analysis.

Results of content analysis covered five cases as follows:

1) A case of the election on 15" October of the 3 election commissionners.

2) A case of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra went to Myanmar Immediately.

3) A case of unsuccessful assassination of Po.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra, acting
prime minister.

4) A case of 5 election commissionners replacing vacant positions.

5) A case of the designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand.
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Findings showed that the Daily News had freedom to determine news content
solely through editorial judgment and not as the result of outside influence (a case of the election
on 15" October of the 3 election commissionners; a case of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra
went to Myanmar immediately; and a case of the designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand).
Meanwhile, it was found that the Daily News lacked of freedom in gathering and reporting news
without fear or favor, and vigorously resist undue influence from any outside forces, including
advertisers, sources, story subjects, powerful individuals, and special interest groups (a case of the
election on 15" October of the 3 election commissionners; a case of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin
Chinnawatra went to Myanmar immediately, a case of unsucceésful assassination of Po.Lt.Col.
Thaksin Chinnawatra, acting prime ministers; a case of 5 election commissionners replacing
vacant positions; and a case of the designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand).

The Thai Post had freedoms to determine news content solely through editorial
judgment and not as the result of outside influence (a case of the election on 15" October of the 3
election commissionners; a case of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra went to Myanmar
immediately; a case bf 5 election commissionners replacing the vacant positions; and a case of the
designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand). However, it was found that the Thai Post lacked
of freedom in gathering and reporting news without fear or favor, and vigorously resist undue
influence from any outside forces, including advertisers, sources, story subjects, powerful
individuals, and special interest groups (a case of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra went to
Myanmar immediately; a case of unsuccessful assassination of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra,
acting prime minister; a case of 5 election commissionners replacing the vacant positions; and a
case of the designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand.

The Matichon was found to have freedom to determine news content solely
through editorial judgment and not as the result of outside influence (a case of the election on 15"
October of the 3 election commissionners; a case of unsuccessful assassination of Pol.Lt.Col.
Thaksin Chinnawatra; and a case of the designation of 24" prime minister of Thailand).
Meanwhile, however, it was found that the Matichon lacked of freedom in gathering and
reporting news without fear or favor, and vigorously resist undue influence from any outside
forces, including advertisers, sources, story subjects, powerful individuals, and special interest
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Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra went to Myanmar immediately; and a case of unsuccessful
assassinaton of Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Chinnawatra, acting prime minister).

With regards to freedom criterion of the media on sponsorship of the news will
not be allowed in any way to determine, restrict, or manipulate content and refuse to allow the
interests of ownership to influence news judgment and content inappropriately. There was no case

study found in this study. Thus, it could not be taken into a consideration.




