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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to investigate: 1) level of knowledge and
understanding on sufficiency economy philosophy; 2) factors affecting the level of knowledge
and understanding on sufficiency economy philosophy; 3) problems encountered and
recommendations on the occurrence of knowledge and understanding on sufficiency economy
philosophy. A set of questionnares was used for data collection administered with 374 military
staff in 3" Development Battalion and the other 12 staff for in-depth interview on the Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy. Obtained data were statistically analyzed by using the Statistical Package
for finding frequency, mean, percentage, weighted mean and correlation coefficient.

Findings showed that majority of the respondents were 43 years of age on
average and upper secondary school graduates., Their year of service was 21 years as
noncommissioned officers with the ranks of Sergeant Major First Class — Senior Sergeant Major
First Class. Their average monthly income was 23, 306.84 baht, the expense was 17,145.40 baht
and the savings was less than 3,000 baht. They also had financial obligations from personal
loans. The respondents perceived information on the sufficiency economy philosophy from
television and the policies of the Royal Thai Army in the promotion of knowledge and
understanding on the philosophy.

Also, the findings revealed that the overall knowledge and understanding on the
sufficiency economy philosophy of the military staff in the 3¢ Development Battalion was at a
very high level. Based on the determination of the 9 criteria in this study, most of the respondents
had knowledge and understanding on the benefits at a very high level. For ethics aspect, almost

half of the respondent knowledge and understanding in a low level. This indicated that they still
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lacked deep details in analytically deliberating and separating between social righteousness and
the virtue under the principles of either sufficiency economy philosophy or religion.

With regards to factors affecting the level of knowledge and understanding of
the respondents, as a whole, it was found that there was a significant relationship between the
expenses and guidelines for the promotion of the third Development Battion and the level of
knowledge and understanding in the philosophy of sufficiency economy at the level of 0.05.
Based on the expenses, it was found that most of the respondents had a high tendency to have
little expenses. This might be because they had a high level of knowledge and understanding on
the concept of sufficiency economy. In the case of guidelines for the enrichment of knowledge
and understanding on the concept of sufficiency economy, the respondents might have more
experiences if they were given a chance to share thinking process, responsibility and benefits.
Besides, they would be able to apply the concept to their daily life activities appropriately.

With regards to problems encountered and recommendations, most of the
respondents lacked of confidence and motivation on there daily life activities based on the
concept of sufficiency economy. This was because their did not know guidelines how to begin to
apply it correctly. Most of the respondents stated that they should have attended a seminar on the
concept of sufficiency economy and be supported by their supper intendents and friends. They
said that concerned agencies should hold a participatory activity on the extension of knowledge
on the concept of sufficiency economy. Besides, experts should be invited to be resource persons

in the seminar with experiential learning. Lastly, monitoring after the seminar should be

continually done.
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