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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to find causes of elephants and their mahouts roaming in cities
as well as the social, economic, and cultural conditions of the mahouts. Problems of elephants
wandering in cities were also investigated. This research had five parts. The sample group in this
study consisted of 46 wandering elephants. Data were collected through questionnaires and
interviews administered with the mahouts of wandering elephants in Surin province. The primary
occupation of the mahouts was rice farming and their minor occupation was elephant rearing.
They grew rice once a year resulting in inadequate income for household expenses. This
necessitated them and their elephants to wander in cities to earn supplementary income.

The second part of the study focused on the Surin Province elephant village project
aimed at keeping the elephants in the villages, thus solving the problems of wandering elephants.
However, there were only remaining 61 elephants of the 290 elephants that joined the project.
The main problem found was inadequate income for the mahouts. In addition, there was a
problem of inadequate feed for the elephants because large areas of land that previously provided
feed for elephants have been turned into Eucalyptus plantations.

The third part of the study of wandering elephants in Thailand showed that there
was a tendency of an increase numbers of wandering elephants in cities. It was discovered that
the activities of mahouts had become more like organized business operations. In addition to this,
it was found that the little young elephants were preferred to be brought to cities for their
attractiveness; consequently, many of the young wandering elephants were too young as it was
too early to wean and separate them from their dams . It has been suggested that this malpractice

or abuse of young elephants not only affects their physical development but also psychological

development.
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The fourth part of this research on the living condition of wandering elephants and
its mahouts showed that wandering elephants were in good physical condition and health since
they could find grass along the way to cities Considering the feed availability on their wandering
could explain one reason for leaving the elephant village. The mahouts kept their elephants clean
in order to make them more attractive to people along the street who were delighted to buy food
for the elephants.

From a social impact point of view, it has often been reported in the news that
either the elephants had an accident or the elephants acted harmfully toward people. The
elephants dung is also a problem on the streets of big cities.

There is an initiative to remodel the elephant villages in Surin province by the
Zoological Organization of Thailand by giving better incentives and creating a Thai elephant
cultural tourism site. The success of this new initiative will be dependant on the support of the

government and on making it a national project.





