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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out: 1) socio-economic characteristics of
farmers participating in organic agriculture project; 2) factors affecting decision of the farmers on
the organic agriculture project; and 3) problems encountered in following the organic agriculture
projects of the farmers in Mae Tha Sub-district, Mae On district, Chiang Mai province. Interview
schedules were used for data collection administered with 114 farmers in Mae Tha sub-district,
Mae On district, Chiang Mai province. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical
Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 46 years old
on average, elementary school graduates, married, and had 5 family members on average. The
respondents had an average annual income of 20,051.40 baht earned from agricultural sector and
13,384.34 baht earned from non-agricultural sector. They used their own capital for farming with
5 household workforce. They had their own land of 4.61 rai on average. The respondents had 5
years of farming experience on average. Most of them grew rice and did horticulture. They were
members of an agricultural group or institution. The respondents contacted agricultural extension
staff 6 times a year and they perceived agricultural news or information from agricultural
extension staff. They had 11.28 times of experience in training about organic agriculture on
average-Besides, the respondents had good knowledge and understanding on the details of
organic agriculture project and they stated that organic agriculture was suitable for problem
solving on their occupation.

For the importance of decision on organic agriculture project participation, the

respondents had a high level of knowledge, potential, market planning and returns, environmental



©

awareness, and sanitary. For factors related to the decision on organic agriculture project
participation of the respondents, it was found that there was a relationship between the decision
on organic agriculture project participation and age, number of family members, income, capital
source, type of land holding, knowledge and understanding in the details of the organic
agriculture project. It was also found that the respondents had a low level of problems in the

organic agriculture project participation.
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(Conceptual Framework of the Research)
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(Research Hypothesis)
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(RESEARCH METHODOLOGY)
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(Population and Sampling Procedures)
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