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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the following: 1) socio-economic
characteristics and farming of farmers in irrigational areas, Sanpatong district; 2) level of farmer
participation in the irrigational areas of Sanpatong district in terms of water management,
maintenance, and task management within the group of irrigation water users; and 3) problems
encountered and suggestions on participation and water using of farmers joining a member of
irrigation water management group.

A set of interview schedules was used for data collection administered with
farmers joining a member of Maetaeng irrigation water using groups in 6 sub-districts: Harnkaew,
Yuwa, Sanklang, Thungtom, Makhamluang, and Baanklang districts with a total of 5,189
members which sub-divided into 6 Water management groups. Respondents in this study
consisted of 371 farmers Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that almost all of the respondents were male
(88.67%) and 46-55 years old on average. Most of the respondents were elementary school
graduates (Prathomsuksa 4). They had a small family with 3-4 people. Occupation of most
respondents was rice growing and they had an annual income of 65,030.73 baht on average. The
respondents got a loan from a bank for farming and they were members of water management
group for 13 years on average. The respondents participated in the activities of water user group
and also they had training experience for 4 times a year on average. The respondents perceived
news or information through village news broadcast tower most. This was followed by staff of
government agencies and staff visiting for 4 times a year. The respondents had 6.16 rai of land
holding on average with title deed. They preferred to grow rice as a main crop and grow cash

crops in the dry season. It was also found that almost all of the respondents’ farming areas used
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irrigation water and natural water sources. Most of the farming areas did not have water storage
area.

With regards to participation level of members of irrigation water management
group, it was found that the respondents had a moderate level of participation in irrigation water
management, maintenance, and irrigation water management. For problems encountered, it was
found that there was a low level of problem in coordination within the irrigation water
management group and members. There was a high level of problem in irrigation water using
such as an amount of water used for farming and distance. This also included guidelines for

solving the problems arised from this participation and irrigation water using.



