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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the pattern and participation in the
integrated forest resource management in Mae Soi watershed based on geosocial characteristics at
Mae Soi watershed, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai province. Pattern and Community
participation in Mae Soi watershed Management were investigated. A set of questionnaires and
in-depth interview were employed of data collection. This was administered with a sample of 385
respondents community leaders, people living in Mae Soi, committee and local organizations.
Obtained data was analyzed by using content analysis, empirical data, description statistics for
finding frequency and percentage of opinion about important factors effecting the perception of
Mae Soi community towards forest resource management in Mae Soi watershed. This was based
on the concept of the watershed management theory, the Royal initiatives and the theory of forest
conservation and rehabilitation of the King and the Queen of Thailand, the cabinet resolution and
policy and the strategic plan related to watershed management of the government.

Results of the study revealed that Venerable Phra Phongsak Tejadhammo, the
chairman of Dhammanaat foundation, had played important roles as the head of people in Mae
Soi district in the rehabilitation of Mae Soi forest between 1986 to 1997. He held the importance
on the control and prevention of forest which usually during January-May of every year. During
January-May of every year the people of Mae Soi district would set a group of people to construct
a line of fire defense and to be fire prevention patrol. The Dhammanaat foundation had been

financial supporting by concerned agencies. In the late of 2005, the Dhammanaat foundation
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committee had consulted with the chief of Ob-Luang National park, the office of source of water
resource conservation, the fire prevention unit, soldier section in the area and leaders of Mae Soi
district like district head, village heads, chief of the District Administrative Organization, monk
district Dean, the abbot of Wang Nam Yard Temple, forest protection volunteers, teachers of all
school in the district, housewife group, youth group, etc. According to informal interview or
formal discussion with concerned parties for many times from December 2005 to August 2006,
they agreed to establish the “Committee for the management of the forest in Mae Soi watershed,
Mae Soi sub-district, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai province.” This was aimed to be the
mechanism for the management of the forest in Mae Soi watershed together with concerned
parties such as government agencies, academicians, foundation or private sectors. This was done
by the collaboration and support among fund sources and other sectors. Besides, it could be the
representative of the community of Mae Soi district for community planning and mutual working
for the concrete determination of direction on the management of sub-watershed resource
management.

The pattern of the integrated forest resource management in watershed based on
geosocial characteristics at Mae Soi watershed, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai province was
developed step by step to be the Steering Committee at the present. It consisted of many
participants; People and Private Organizations (PPOs), Government Organizations (GOs), etc. It
showed that, the participation in the forest resource management in Mae Soi watershed had clear
concrete and correct direction. It was founded that the respondents had sometimes participated in
the forest resource management at Weight Mean Score (WMS) 1.75 and the total opinion about
the 8 key factors per the Mae Soi communities’ opinion capital were Weight Mean Score (WMS)
4.51.

It was found that the respondents had a moderate level of the participation in
monitoring and evaluating the outcome of forest resource management, forest resource
conservation and rehabilitating, exploitation of forest resource and problem finding and
management planning with the weight mean scores of 1.85, 1.79, 1.70 and 1.67 respectively. As a
whole they had a moderate level of forest resource management with a weight mean score of
1.75. Besides, it was found the respondents had a high level of opinion about important factors

effecting opinion capital of Mae Soi community on forest management in watershed with a
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weight mean score of 4.60-4.43 (4.51 on average). This implied that Mae Soi community had
high potential in integrated forest resource management. Also, it can be used as a model and
guideline for other communities in an appropriate management of forest resource in watershed in

the future.
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