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ABSTRACT

Rice is essential for livelihood in highland community. It is for food security,
culture, tradition and economical status of people. In fact, highland community has shortage
supply of rice 1-2 months in a year because of small piece of cultivated land. The investigation
was conducted at Pakayore community in Ban Khuntae, Tambon Doikaew, Amphur Jomthong,
Chiang Mai. The objectives were to investigate : 1) geographical and sociological conditions and
2) culture of rice varieties descendant. Data collection was done through related documents,
observation, non-structured interview, focus group discussion and activity participation.

The results showed that the community was in Obluang National Park valley
with 1,200 m above MSL. Maximum temperature was 24.5°C and minimum was 16.1 °C while
August was the month of maximum day raining. Total community population was 557 and most
of them did subsistence farming, with main activity in rice cultivation. Paddy rice occupied 742
rai while upland rice occupied 76 rai of the community area. Geographical factors effecting rice
varieties grown in community were cold climate, pine-oak forest and moderate acid soil. It was
found that there were four varieties of rice grown namely: non glutinous were Buepolo and
Buepataw, glutinous was Pi-i-nermu and upland rice was Pangsarng. Paddy rice growing season
started from May by seedling, transplanting in June and harvested in November, Upland rice

started from land preparation in March, drilling in April (early rainy season) and harvested from

late October to early November. Total grain production of community was 240,000 kg per year




(6)

with an average of 430 kg per person per year. Rice produced was not well distributed, part of the
community had rice shortage one to two months a year.

Results from the culture of rice varieties descendant showed that Pakayore in
Ban Khuntae was still a subsistence farming community that food supply dependent on
geographical factors. There were three to ten persons in one family and one to three families in a
household. The elderly in a household or community was respected by members. Male and
female elderly transferred their knowledge on rice variety selection, agrarian activities and norms
in household and community. Female Pakayore planned activities in rice production including
seed stock preparation, seedling, transplanting, first harvesting, milling, screening, cooking and
be a resource person in dicision-making and conservation of seed stock. Rice is the most
essential living factor in Pakayore culture, rice storage in a barn reflects food security, economic
status of household and community. Pakayore can trace other sources of food in the field, paddy
area and woodland of community. In the community, there are interdependent activities such as
labor and food. Ritual activities in community, agrarian activities and livelihood, are based on the
belief in auspicious occasions and supernatural power.

Analyzed results from this research made the researcher understand four

essential factors in livelihood of the community including: interdependent in food supply,

cropping system, food processing/consumption pattern and animal production.
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