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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate members’ participatory of
Banlat Agricultural Cooperatives Limited, Phetchaburi Province in the Organic Hom-Thong
Banana Production for Export Project, and related to their participation personal, social, and
economic the factors of the members. The production problems viewed by the cooperatives
members joining the project would be also identified.

Data were collected from 129 members of Banlat Agricultural Cooperatives
Limited by questionnaire, and analyzed by descriptive statistics. Frequency, means, percentage,
standard deviation, Weight Mean Score (WMS) and chi-square were used for an analysis of this
study.

The findings showed that a majority of the cooperative members participated in
the project were female, with average aged 43.65 years old, and had elementary school education.
Their average membership was 6.89 years and had grown pesticide free Hom-Thong banana for
4.33 years. The average size of land for Hom-Thong production they use was 3.14 rai each with
average yearly income of 63,062.02 baths.

The overall level of member’s participation in this project was low (WMS =
2.60). However, their participation in project utilization and problem identification were moderate
(WMS = 3.19 and 2.63 respectively); whereas, the participation in implementation and planning
level as well as the monitoring and evaluation level were low (WMS = 2.51, 2.37, and 2.30
respectively). The project utilization activities that showed higher level of participation than the

others were using organic fertilizer, GAP standard, maintenance knowledge, and land utilization
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(WMS = 3.53, 3.49, 3.47, and 3.43 respectively). The level of product development activities
included public relations, sales promotion, and customer relation were moderate (WMS = 3.40,
3.04, and 3.22 respectively). The level of product transformation, including crispy banana and
baked banana, was moderate (WMS = 3.03 and 3.00). The level of equipment and machine
purchasing, including grinding machine, oven, air-pumping, belt conveyor, computer was
moderate (WMS = 3.02, 3.01, 2.93, 2.91, and 2.86 respectively).

Factors presented significant association with project participation were personal
factors, including age, occupation, level of education (p < 0.01). Social factors, including
experience of growing the pesticide free banana, organic agricultural training such as organic and
bio-organic fertilizer production, standard GAP, growing and fostering, product transformation,
information, obtained, and members’ expectation; showed highly significant relationship with
project participation (p < 0.01). The economics factors, such as, the size of land owned, size of
land used for growing the banana, and income: were significantly related to the level of
participation, (p < 0.01, 0.05, and 0.01, respectively). The significant problems identified were

investment cost, banana diseases, small size of land, and low prices.



