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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to (1) investigate the socio-economic factors
effecting the successful implementation of the New Theory farming practice; (2) find out if the
farmers understand concept of the New Theory farming; (3) investigate the operational outcome
of the New Theory farmers; and (4) explore and find solutions for the improvement. By so doing,
79 practitioners of the New Theory farming at the extension village of the Royal-initiated
Mongkhol Chaipattana Temple Area Development Project in Saraburi province was chosen to be
the case study. The statistical values used were as follows: percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, and correlation.

Findings showed that most of the respondents were female 51.06 years old on
average, married , and heads of the family. The respondents had 5 family members on average.
Three of them were in a workforce age. Most of the respondents did not have family members
working outside their community. It was found that there were 2 household workforce and 1)
agricultural workface on average. Non-agricultural workforce and non household workforce
hiring were not found in this study. Most of the respondents had been living in their community
for a long time. Their main and supplementary career was farming, followed by the New Theory
farming and hired-working, respectively. The respondents had begun to do the New Theory
farming since 1997. Their average annual income earned from the New Theory farming was 28,
651.73 baht on average. Most of the income were from various crops with an average annual

income of 58,453.83 baht. This was followed by cattle (50,916.67 baht), vegetables (49,222.73



)

baht), and rice (41.759.26 baht), respectively. The respondents earned an annual income from
non-agricultural sector for 40,091.20 baht on average. Most of this income were from being a
government official or state enterprise employee (only one family). The highest annual income
was 70,000 baht. This was followed by hired-working (44,333.33 baht). Most of the respondents
did not have debts. Those having debts got a loan from various funds such as the Village Fund.
They got the loan for career investment on agricultural sector. Most of the respondents did not
have farm account or household account. Convenient facility mostly found was television,
followed by refrigerator, motorcycle, mobile phone, radio, laundry machine, and car. Most of
them had never traveled. For changes of quality of life, most of the respondents had an increased
income. This was followed by having adequate rice for household consumption, a better health,
food purchase thrift, and a warm family. Most of the respondents used to attend the training on
the New Theory farming. They used to watch the exhibition on the New Theory faming. It was
found that they had a moderate level of perception on the usefulness of the concept of sufficiency
economy due to the New Theory farming.

With regards to knowledge and understanding of the respondents on the concept
of the New Theory farming, most of the respondents obtained a range of score of 16-20 marks.
They obtained an average score of 19.25 out of 25 marks. The knowledge that the respondents
could answer correctly most was “the New Theory farming”. That was, it was a kind of farming
which had a clear management of a small piece of farm land for utmost benefits. This was
followed by “activities on the farm land of the New Theory farming”. That was, aside from
growing vegetables, herbal plants and ornamented plants, there were animal rearing, mushroom
culture, and other plants which the respondents liked to consume.

The respondents hold 9.48 rai of farm land; 5.50 rai was for rice growing, 4.90
rai was for cropping, and 1.67 rai on average was for residential area and farming tool keeping.
Most of the respondents grew rice once a year. The digging of a pond for water storage, aqua-
animal rearing and agricultural using.

For problems encountered, the following were found: 1) the respondents lacked
of knowledge and understanding on plant growing; 2) complicated rules and regulations of loan ;

3) low price of yields; and 4 ) an inadequate number of extension staff.
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Based on factors effecting the achievement of the New Theory farmers, it was
found that a household head could also be a leader on farming. Besides, married farmers could
achieve the goal of the New Theory farming (66 households were found). The New Theory
farmer of 35-55 years old was also found to achieve the goal of farming. For the socio-economic
factors, it was found that the following could help the New Theory farmers achieve the goal:
pond, rice field, cropping area, residential area, and warehouse for keeping agricultural tools. An
appropriate area of the pond was found to be about 2 rai whereas an appropnate area of the rice
field, cropping area, and residential area / warehouse were 6,5 and 2 rai, respectively. Besides,
workforce for farming should be about 2-3 persons that would be enough.

For factor effecting the achievement of the New Theory farmers at Wat
Mongkol Chaipattana new theory extension villages, Saraburi province, it was found that personal
factors and socio-economic characteristics had an influence towards the New Theory farming. For
income factor, the following were sources of income : rice growing, cropping, omamentals plant
growing, poultry rearing, and agricultural yield processing, For land holding factor for growing
fruit trees, crops, vegetables, and perennial trees, it was found to have no difference between the 2
groups of farmer respondents.

Based on the hypothesis testing for finding factors effecting the achievement of
the New Theory farmers, it was found that training on the New Theory farming was the factor
effecting the achievement of the farmers at Wat Mongkol Chaipattana New Theory extension

villages in Saraburi province.
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