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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the community participation
process of Baan Pakkasukjai forcst management and the form of forest management participated
by the community suited to the geo-social conditions. Results of the study revealed the following:

Based on thc investigation of the community participation process of forest
management, it was found that natural resource deterioration arised from both internal and
external factors. People in the community wanted to rehabilitate the forest so they adopted the
Royatl Initiatives concept and the theory on forest rehabilitation initiated by His Majesty the King.
People in the community and concerned agencies worked together on forest rehabilitation
planning, clear community forest area determining, and forest area and cultivation area separating
for good maintenance. Besides, people in the community sacrificed deteriorated land for
reforestation. There was a good relationship among villages having its area close to the forest.
They were both direst and indirect beneficiaries. Importantly, there was clear formulation of rules
and regulations to protect the forest.

With regards to the form of forest management participated by the community, it
was found that the management of forest resources could be classified into two forms in terms of
tradition, culture, and beliefs of people in the community: 1) management of the forest grown by
community participation under the commemeoration project in the auspicious occasion of 50 years
of His Majesty the King reigning and 2) management of community forest-this was sub-classified
into two parts: 2.1) ritual forest-people in the Akha community strictly worshiped spirits, placed

the importance of forest, and this resulted in the occurrence of forest and water management and



®

conservation and 2.2) utilized forest-people in the community conserved this forest for various
common exploitations such as food source, and community learning source. There were clear rules
and regulations on forest exploitation. These two forests made Baan Pakhasukjai village be
awarded the outstanding green village of Chiangmai province. These forests were registered as the
community forest with the land area of 2,000 rai in 2008 whereas Baan Pakhasukjai was selected
to be the pilot village in community forest management in 2009.

The two forms of community forest management using the community
participation process was done by adopting the Royal Initiatives of His Majesty the King for forest
care and management. Besides, ritual ceremonies and beliefs of people in the community were
integrated in the forest care and management. This was successful in forest rehabilitation based on
the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Thus, it was an appropriate forest management suited to

social and traditional conditions of the community.,
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