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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research was aimed to inestigate:1) the acknowledging political
news behavior of people; 2) the type of people’s political participation; and 3) the influence of the
acknowledging political news’s toward the people’s political participation. The surveyed tool was
the semi-instructed interview, which had been done by selecting the specific sample of 11 persons
from Muang Chiang Mai’s residents. The following were used in data analysis : the political
communication theory; the acknowledgement behavior; the seeking behavior; the concept of the
influence of media and group were used as the basis of the analysis on the political participation
of the research’s sample.

Findings showed that there was only 1 of the sample group, who reached the
degree of political participation at level 5 or a hight level, there were 5 of the sample group were
at level 3 or at a moderate level of political participation, and the rest were at the level 2 or a low
level. The sample group was composed of 7 men and 4 women, the oldest was 55 years old, and
the youngest was 23 years old. Their highest educational attainment was master’s degree and their
lowest educational attainment was lower-secondary school. The maximum monthly salary was
100,000 baht and the minimum monthly salary was 2,500 baht. Their occupations were news
writer or news reporter business owner, employee, university instructor, university staff,
masteral’s degree student and house wife.

Results of the study on the acknowledging behavior revealed that they perceived
the political news from various channels; Most members of the sample group perceived the
political news through television most. This was followed by online news website, and radio. The

sample group explained their reasons that they had received the correct information from radio



(6)

news, especially the political radio station, which belongs to the political group. Moreover, they
also perceived the political news from printed media such as daily newspaper and weekly
newspaper. The reason why they perceived the political news from various channel was because
they needed to seek the correct information and compare it.

The sample group perceived for the political news about the movement of the
political parties, the government performance, the political situations, the government’s policies,
the political solution done by the government, and the political economy news.

The political participation of the sampling group used their rights to join the
political election most; inviting people to use their election’s rights; chattering the political issues;
paying attention to the political news; joining political demonstration; supporting political party;
joining as the political candidate; joining the political party as its member; helping the political
party publication; and getting in touch with the politicians, respectively.

For the influenced of the acknowledging political news toward the people political
participation, it was that the mass media had either a low or moderate level of an effect to their
recognition. The sample group was only eagerly interested in the hot issue and they would follow
up more information from the various channels to found out the fact. Meanwhile, they would
share their attitude with their political group, and finally made decision by themselves.

With regards to the sample group having a high level of political participation,
it was found that personnel media had an influence in the perception stage in which they received
the information directly from the information source. This resulted in an effect on political
attitude and ideology. Besides, occupation, relationship, political attitude and political ideology

altogether caused and stimulated the political participation behavior.
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