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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative study was to investigate media exposure of
farmers about the philosophy of sufficiency economy, sources of news. presentation methods,
behavioral change of farmers, and media effecting the decision-making process on the adoption of
farming in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Main information providers
were 9 farmers in the area of Baan Haeng Administrative Organization, Ngao district, Lamphang
province. Data collection was done by using in-depth interview with an interview guide.

Results of the study revealed that the respondents were 7 male and 2 female and
aged 46-50 years. They had 2 family members most. Most of the respondents were elementary
school graduates and members of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative. They
had a highest annual income of 200,000 baht and a lowest annual income of 15,000 baht. It was
found that they had their own land. The respondents perceived news about farming in accordance
with the philosophy of sufficiency economy through television, district agriculture staff,
academicians, neighbors, family members, agricultural training, and field demonstration visiting.
Based on the content about the philosophy of sutficiency economy perceived by the inedia, it was
found that the content cover all aspects: moderation, reasoning, immune, knowledge condition.
and ethics. It was found that television presented agricultural documentary and experience of
successful farmers who adopted the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Besides. district
agriculture and sub-district agriculture staff presentation was in the form of the presentation of

academicians and successful farmers who had adopted the philosophy of sufficiency economy.
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Radio station presentation was in the form of story telling an interview with successful farmers,
demonstration, well-known people, academicians, experience of successful farmers, and the
comparison between profit-making farming and subsistence farming.

Based on behavioral change of farmers after exposure to various mass media, it
was found that the farmers had an increase of knowledge on farming in accordance with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy. Besides, they had positive attitudes towards the philosophy.
For production factors, it was found that the farmers had changed the existing rice varieties to
another which was appropriate to the topographic planting area and meet the market need.
Moreover, they began to use dried-compost and bio-fermented manure. For agricultural activities,
it was found that the farmers changed from mono-cropping to integrated cropping as well as fish
culture and animal rearing. It was found that there was not much change in income of farmers.
However, they had more available time for their families.

With regards to media having an effect towards each step of decision-making of
the farmers, it was found that at the knowledge perception stage were television, radio, district,
agriculture staff, and sub-district agriculture staft; at the knowledge perception stage were
respected person and successful farmers; at the decision stage were local scholars, training, and
demonstration fields visiting; at the implementation stage were training and demonstration field

visiting as well as agricultural stage; and at the confirmation stage were family members





