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ABSTRACT

The study on the impact of integrated waste handling process to the community
and environment in municipal communities in Lampang Province, was conducted with two main
objectives : (1) to study the impact of integrated waste handling program to the community and
human population in the integrated waste disposal area; and (2) to study the effect of integrated
waste disposal management in comparison with the conventional practice in order to find out the
similarities and differences between the two methods and how to use them to improve waste
disposal method to benefit the community and environment.

In this study, a total of 400 respondents in 8 sub districts within Lampang, were
given questionnaire forms. All collected data were processed by the SPSS program to calculate
the frequencies, percentages and average values, and to analyze the ANOVA. Results of the study
were as follow:

Majority of the respondent population were female with average ages ranging
from 41 — 50 years. They were mainly wage earners and have learned about waste disposal from
television.

After introducing the integrated waste management, 87.4 % of the respondents
thought that this system could greatly solve the waste problem of the community. Meanwhile,
93.2 % of the population thought that integrated waste management could greatly reduce
environment impact. And also, integrated waste management was able to reduce the amount of

waste to be treated thus decreasing environmental impact.
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From this study, the population in the area had expressed their need for the
government sector to participate in the waste disposal management and to support the solutions
to waste disposal problems besides being able to study their impact on the environment before
implementing any project involving waste disposal and environmental management in the
community. There was also a need to obtain knowledge about the problems and opinions of the
people in the community in order to identify solutions to these problems which might occur after
participating with the government sector in any project implementation.

The population in the studied area believed that integrated waste disposal
management should be actually introduced and modified to be sustainably managed and thus
greatly reduce the negative impact to the community while creating more stable management that

could be modified leading to further development to suit the actual situation.





