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ABSTRACT

This participatory action research was aimed to explore: 1) the community
contextual and agricultural patterns; 2) database system in the policy determination; and
3) development of the approaches on participatory agricultural policy development in Luang Nue
Municipality. The target community members participated in all steps of the research: data
seeking, alternative determination and analysis for problem solving, and agricultural policy
planning of the municipality. Leung Nue community believed that their ancestors were Tai Lue
migrated from Sip Song Pun Na, southern china. The settlement of the community was dated
back to 1389 in the reign of King San Muang Ma, the 10" in Meng Rai Dynasty of Lan Na
Kingdom. The pride of their long history had yielded strength of the community. However, after
the intrusion of external culture the strength had declined. The patterns of agriculture in the
community could be divided into three periods, i.e., 1) pre-development period; 2) development
period; and 3) solution seeking period. In the pre-development period-ways of life strictly related
with nature and co-operate among neighbors and families. Major carcer was subsistent fanming
with less dependence on external inputs. In the development period-agriculture had been
transformed into mono-cropping for markets. But the farmers could not control the price of their
products, resulting in debt and health problems as well as the vanishment of local wisdoms.
New production systems were not fitted with basic production factors of individuals. In the
solution seeking period-the occurrence of San Sai organic farming group was the chief
phenomenon in this phase. The group consisted of only 35 members from 2,484 families in the

municipality, but the cooperation within the group was very strong. Leaders of the group could
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be a member of the municipality council with the right to vote on policy making. Approaches on
the participatory agricultural policy development in Luang Nue Municipality consisted of the
following steps: 1) development of the organic farming group by wvillager research process;
2) supporting the group leaders to be leaders of the municipality; 3) creating learning forums for
community members and leaders of the Municipality; 4) policy making approach of the
municipality council was shifted to the participatory approach; and 5) proposing of the
community needs obtained by the community forum to the council. The developing achievements
of the research were the awareness of both producers and consumers on the toxicity of chemical
agriculture resulting in changes of behaviors, leader attitudes, both positive and negative aspects.
Luang Nue Municipality has paid more attention on the activities in agriculture and environment
by allocating budgets of 140,000 and 130,000 baht for such activities in 2010 and 2011,
respectively. Three general problems were identified in this study: 1) the vanisment of traditional
wisdoms; 2) production systems which were basic economy of the community; and 3) policy
making on agriculture without community participation. The community and municipality should
paid more attention on the conservation of Tai Lue identity which is the basis of community
strength. Luang Nue Municipality should promote local wisdom research that providing forums
for villagers to learn, analyze, and seek ways for problem solving. The municipality should also

pay more attention on the agricultural and environmental problems by providing more budgets.
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